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PREFACE. 



In writing on a subject which the late Mrs. J. S. 
Mill has treated with a breadth of view, felicity of 
illustration, and closeness of reasoning worthy of 
her great reputation, we have been obliged to touch 
much of the ground cultivated by her genius. 
Whenever we have done so, we have ventured to 
adopt her language ; and though we are happy to 
feel that her influence has had much to do in 
strengthening our convictions, we are not aware 
that we have made any direct use of her labour 
without acknowledgment. As, however, we quote 
from Mrs. Mill at some length on two or three 
occasions ; as these quotations do not give any ade- 
quate idea of the essay from which they are taken ; 
and as every one, in common with Mr. Mill, must 
feel a pride in the reputation of this most distin- 
guished woman, we take the liberty to subjoin, 
with some omissions, the paragraph with which Mr. 



I 



VI PREFACE. 

Mill prefaces the essay on the ' Enfranchisement of 
Women/ in the second volume of his ' Dissertations, 
&c.' Any one who has not mastered and made 
that essay his own, is without the advantage of 
some of the best materials out of which to form an 
opinion : — 

' .... It is proper to state that she (Mrs. 
Mill) never regarded it (the essay) as a complete 
discussion of the subject which it treats of; and, 
highly as I estimate it, I would rather it remained 
unacknowledged, than that it should be read with 
the idea that even the faintest image can be found 
in it of ,a mind and heart which in their union of 
the rarest, and what are deemed the most conflict- 
ing excellences, were unparalleled in any human 
being that I have known or read of. . . . So ele- 
vated was the general level of her faculties, that 
the highest poetry, philosophy, oratory, or art, 
seemed trivial by the side of her, and equal only to 
expressing some part of her mind. And there is 
no one of those modes of manifestation in which she 
could not easily have taken the highest rank, had 
not her inclinations led her for the most part to 
content herself with being the inspirer, prompter, 
and unavowed coadjutor of others. . . . Had she 
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lived to write out all her thoughts on this great 
question, she would have produced something as 
far transcending in profundity the present essay, 
as, had she not placed a rigid restraint on her feel- 
ings, she would have excelled it in fervid eloquence. 
Yet nothing which even she could have written on 
any subject, would have given an adequate idea of 
the depth and compass of her mind. As during 
life she continually detected, before any one else 
had seemed to perceive them, those changes of times 
and circumstances which ten or twelve years later 
became subjects of general remark, so I venture to 
prophesy that if mankind continue to improve, their 
spiritual history for ages to come will be the pro- 
gressive working out of her thoughts, and realisa- 
tion of her conceptions.' 
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[The subject of this inquiry is the Political Dependence of Wome^i ; but as 
some social considerations arise in the course of the argument, the 
larger title is adopted, the * Social and Political Dependence of "Women.* 

The foot-notes, except when indicated by a figure, only give the authorities 
for the objections noticed in the several pages. The reader who relies 
on the accuracy of our statements may altogether omit any reference to 
the unnumbered notes.] 

The subject of the Enfranchisement of Women 
usually excites laughter and ridicule. That 
women should have votes is so novel a proposal, 
and therefore, to untrained minds, so absurd, that 
few can refrain from indulging in what are meant 
to be jokes and witticisms.* Writers who have 
hitherto laboured in vain to produce the faintest 
smile upon the faces of their readers, now find 

♦ ' It is a terrible fancy — that of papa arguing his daughters out of 
the Yellow ranks into the Blue, or giving his wife a choice between 
independence and pin-money. As we have said, it is nearly im- 
possible to treat this subject with much gravity.' — Standard, 

' Families and household matters would be neglected during elec- 
tion-time, and the husband and brother would be fortunate if they 
could obtfdn a hot dinner on those exciting occasions.' — Observer. 

* What civil war ever caused more dii*e confusion than will arise 
at the various hustings during the contest between the 'female man' 
and the candidate of opposite tendencies ? ' — London Review, 

B 
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no diflSculty in producing a broad grin. Success 
brings inflation, until at last these scribblers regard 
themselves as compounds of wit and wisdom, and 
ascribe to their own cleverness what is in fact due 
to the prejudice and ignorance which they address. 
Others say, that though ridicule is a most effec- 
tive weapon they generously lay it aside, partly in 
deference to the great men who have made the 
ridiculous tenet an article of their creed, and 
partly on account of the inherent strength of 
their objections and arguments.* They seem to 
be utterly unaware that ridicule never was and 
never will be demonstration. Ridicule is some- 
times useful, but it is only in bringing to bear 
on those whom nobler feelings do not influence, 
the force which other people's opinions exercise. 
But unfortunately, in this, its only use, it is as 

♦ * Though ridicule is not only a most effective but a perfectly fair 
'weapon to employ when serious argument would be wholly thrown 
away, there are occasions on which its use is to be strongly deprecated. 
We take leave to say that the discussion as to the propriety of extend- 
ing the electoral franchise to women is one of them. All the more be- 
cause the laugh can be easily raised^ should we guard ourselves against 
inopportune indulgence in extravagant humour.'— 2>ati^ Telegraph, 

* There is yet another motive for treating the question with sobriety 
and candour rather than with invidious levity. The most conspicuous 
advocate of a female franchise in this country is one of its most 
illustrious and independent thinkers.' — JDaily Telegraph, 

' It is not very easy to speak with perfect gravity of a scheme 
which, perpetuating the disfranchisement of married ladies who are 
not separated from their husbands, and of young ladies who are 
not orphans, admits to the polling-booth a mixed multitude of 
vridows and those whom, for want of a more respectful term, we 
must needs call eld maids.' — Times. 
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easily and as often wielded in a bad as in a good 
cause. Observe, then, either the ignorance or 
disingenuousness of these writers. In the one 
case, what are we to think of those who have never 
discovered that in the various processes of in- 
duction and deduction, ' ridicule is entirely and 
absolutely useless ; or in the other case, of those 
who pretend that in abandoning a worthless weapon 
which they know, like the ill-directed boomerang 
of the Australian savage, will recoil on them- 
selves, they are influenced by the most high-minded 
motives? Others, again, whose mathematical know- 
ledge cannot embrace the sixth proposition of 
Euclid's first book, seem to think that ridicule and 
a reductio ad absurdum are synonymous.* If this 
were so, the Elements would indeed be one of the 
most satirical works extant^ — a proposition which 
even a writer who owes Mr. Mill a small, much 
less ' a deep debt of gratitude,' f would scarcely 
attempt to support. 

But it is argued that the tendency to pro- 
duce laughter is in itself a proof of fallacy. J In 

* ' We have abstained from anything like banter or any available 
reductio ad absurdum.'' — Daily Telegraph, t Daily Telegraph. 

X ' A novelty which is absolutely certain to be rejected is in itself 
little adapted to command popular respect ; nor can grave politicians 
be expected to devote more than cursory attention to a scheme which, 
at least in the present generation, will raise no practical issue/ — 
Saturday Revieio. 

B 2 
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truth, however, the tendency is only a proof of 
novelty. Locke says that the sense of humour lies 
wherever resemblance and incongruity produce an 
agreeable fancy. Addison says that wit must add 
surprise to delight, and that novelty is an essential 
part of it. Nothing is ludicrous in the idea of 
the enfranchisement of women — in their political 
equality — except its novelty; and if it provokes 
laughter and ridicule, it only incurs the same 
penalty as every new idea opposed to preconceived 
notions. New ideas radically different from exist- 
ing opinions are generally treated as absurd, and 
often for no other reason than their newness. 

A large number of the errors, and want of suc- 
cess, in physical inquiries among the Greeks, may 
be traced to this mental infirmity. Aristotle 
assumed that motion in a circle was the perfect 
kind of motion, and thence inferred that such was 
the motion of the heavenly bodies, since it would 
be absurd to suppose that they could have any 
other than the perfect motion. The doctrine of 
the four elements was proved in a somewhat similar 
way. The belief in antipodes was long rejected, 
because it assumed the absurdity that men could 
exist with their heads continually downwards'. 
Copernicus, though supported by a bishop, a cardi- 
nal, and two of the most learned astronomers of 
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the age, dared not give his discoveries to the world 
till eleven years after they were made. His 
opinions meanwhile getting noised abroad, he was 
satirised on the stage at Elburg. The persecu- 
tion of Galileo in his old age, is one of the most 
melancholy events in the progress of learning. 
His doctrines were branded as heretical and ab- 
surd ; and who so branded them? The inquisitors 
and others whose ignorance astonished him. 
Harvey's and Jenner's discoveries were met with 
ridicule and contempt. And, more recently, a 
writer in the ' Edinburgh Review ' earned an un- 
enviable notoriety, by ridiculing the notion that 
men would ever travel at the rate of twenty or 
thirty miles an hour. In social matters, the fashion 
of waltzing was hailed as absurd and indecent; 
smoking as ridiculous ; and the fashions in dress 
and manners of preceding generations often appear 
ludicrous to the next, though custom may alone 
save their own fashions from appearing even more 
absurd. A century ago, opinions which are now 
considered axiomatic would have brought their 
disciples to a lunatic asylum. In fact, in religion, 
in philosophy, in everything which has engaged 
the attention of man, from the discovery of worlds 
to the invention of a new mode, the difficulty is 
not to find anything which has been received with 
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ridicule and contempt, but to discover anything 
which has not. 

We regret we cannot yet dismiss those much-re- 
lied-on weapons in the quiver of our opponents, 
ridicule and novelty. It is true that they have no 
real force, but they are so often used by those who 
pretend to, and who to some extent do, supply the 
public with opinions, that they must be met at 
some sacrifice to ourselves, and at the risk of boring 
the reader. The sole meaning, if it has any mean- 
ing, of such a sentence as the one which follows, is 
that the enfranchisement of women is undesirable 
because it is new, because it interferes with things 
as they are now arranged : — ' Wherever Christianity 
has penetrated, there exists, as it were, a tacit con- 
cordat guaranteeing to the weaker sex the pro- 
tection and deference of the stronger, upon one 
condition only ; that condition is the political de- 
pendence of women, and it is a condition the 
breach of which might involve consequences far 
beyond our powers of prediction.'* Now such 
an argument, which assumes the point at issue, 
and which thi'eatens some awful or ridiculous 
consequences if the old system is abandoned and 
any innovation permitted, has been used in sup- 
port of every injustice or absurdity which time, 

* * Tinier.' 
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aided by selfishness, ignorance, or superstition, has 
fostered in the habits or political systems of past 
ages. 

It was a supei'stitious, bigoted, persecuting belief 
in the infallible ^vlsdom of current opinion, founded, 
so to say, more on established custom than on 
rational conviction, which led to the death of 
Socrates, because he introduced new deities, and 
corrupted the youth ; which led to the persecution 
of the Christians by Herod, by Nero, by Adrian, by 
Marcus Aurelius, and by many others, periodically, 
in different parts of the world, up to the time of 
Constantine the Great; which led to the bloody 
wars of the Crusades; to the massacres of Stock- 
holm, St. Bartholomew, and of the Protestants 
during the Irish Rebellion in 1641 ; to the banish- 
ment of Cornelius Agrippa; to the burning of 
Huss and Jerome of Prague for heresy; to the 
burning of Savonarola for preaching against the 
crimes of the clergy; to the burning of Michael 
Servetus at Geneva; the persecution of Kepler, 
of Raleigh, of Selden, of Cranmer, and of Ridley. 
It was this same obedience to the influence of 
custom, to the authority of 'law and usage,' to 
which Mrs. Mill refers in these words : — ' In the 
ancient world the same fact was alleged, with 
equal truth, in behalf of slavery. It might have 
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been alleged in favour of the mitigated form of 
slavery, serfdom, all through the Middle Ages. It 
was urged against freedom of industry, freedom of 
conscience, freedom of the press ; none of these 
liberties were thought compatible with a well- 
ordered state, until they had proved their pos- 
sibility by actually existing as facts.' 

The ' novelty ' ^ objection, then, is of no force ; 
for it only repeats the old assertion, that whatever 
always has been, always must be.'^ If we wished 

^ Plato said that there is no natural difference between the sexes, 
except in strength ; and that they should both equally participate in 
the government of the state. The idea, then, can scarcely be called 
new, notwithstanding the constant protestations of certain writers : — 

Kivdwivoiiiv yovv dicovrte avriXoyiag uTrrtaOat, Uwc ; To Tr)v aXXrjv 
ipiKTiv on ov tHjv aifTutv del kiririjdevfidTtov rvyxdveiv irdvv dvl^piiwc re 
Kat IpKJTixwQ card rb ovofia duiicofiiv, . . . 

'AXX* in oiti<r6fjie0a Hiv rd avrd, itnrrihvtiv rovQ n (piXaxaQ t'lfiXv Kai 
rde yvvdiKaQ avTtov, . . . 

Ovdkv dpa lariv, u fi^f^ imrtjdfVfia tmv ttoXiv SioiKovpnov yvvaiKog 
dion yvvrj^ ovd* avdpoQ dion dvripy dXX* bftoiiUQ duairapfievaL ai ^v<thc iv 
dfifdiv rolv ^iaoiVf icai irdvTutv fikv furix^i yvvq IvLrrjSiVfJidnov xard ^vffiv^ 
irdvrtav 6k dvrjp^ irri irdai 8k daOevkanpov yvvt) dv^poQ. . . . 

Kai yvvcuKOQ dpa Kai dvSpoQ ri avrr) ^vaiQ iiq f.v\aKt)v rroXiwi;, . . . 

*E<rri Sk n TtoXn dpeivov ^ yvvaucdc n Kai dv^pag wg dpiarovg kyyi* 
yviaOai ; Ouk eanv* — Plato, 

' 'There is not one single source of human happiness against 
which there have not been uttered the most lugubrious predictions, 
— turnpike roads, navigable canals, inoculation, hops, tobacco, the 
reformation, the revolution. There are always a set of worthy and 
moderately gifted men, who bawl out death and ruin upon every 
valuable change which the varying aspect of human affairs absolutely 
and imperiously requires. It would be extremely useful to make a 
collection of the hatred and abuse that all those changes have ex- 
perienced, which are how admitted to bo marked improvements in 
our condition. Such a history might make folly a little more modest 
and suspicious of its own decisions.' — Sydney Smith, 
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to apply a doctrine which had been tried and 
discarded, it might, indeed, be urged that, unless 
our boasted civilisation and progress are but a vain 
conceit, the fact of a doctrine being approved by 
one age and abandoned by another, affords a pre- 
sumption of its fallacy. The fact, however, that 
a doctrine is a novelty, or is said to be a novelty, 
merely makes investigation necessary. The ob- 
jection, nevertheless, brings into view the reason 
why the custom is so firmly rooted.^ We think 
that Mrs. Mill's explanation is conclusive: — 
' There is no difficulty in understanding why 
the subjection of women has been a custom. 
No other explanation is needed than physical 
force. That those who were physically weaker 
should have been made legally inferior, is quite 
conformable to the mode in which the world has 
been governed. Until very lately, the rule of 
physical strength was the general law of human 
affairs. Throughout history, the nations, races, 
classes, which found themselves the strongest, 
either in muscles, in riches, or in military disci- 
pline, have conquered and held in subjection the 
rest. If, even in the most improved nations, the 
law of the sword is at last discountenanced as 



' * II n'est pas (^tonnant qu'en tout pays rhomme se soit rendu 
maitre de la femuie, tout ^tant fond^ sur la force.' — Voltaire. 
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unworthy, it is only since the calumniated eighteenth 
century. Wars of conquest have only ceased 
since democratic revolutions began. The world 
is very young, and has but just begun to cast 
off injustice. It is only now getting rid of negro 
slavery. It is only now getting rid of monar- 
chical despotism. It is only now getting rid of 
hereditary feudal nobility. It is only now getting 
rid of disabilities on the ground of religion. It 
is only beginning to treat any men as citizens, 
except the rich and a favoured portion of the 
middle class. Can we wonder that it has not yet 
done as much for women ? As society was con- 
stituted until the last few generations, inequality 
was its very basis; association grounded on equal 
rights scarcely existed; to be equals was to be 
enemies; two persons could hardly co-operate in 
anything, or meet in any amicable relation, without 
the law's appointing that one of them should be the 
superior of the other. Mankind have outgrown 
this state, and all things now tend to substitute, as 
the general principle of human relations, a just 
equality, instead of the dominion of the strongest. 
But of all relations, that between men and women 
being the nearest and most intimate, and connected 
with the greatest number of strong emotions, was 
sure to be the laht to throw off the old rule and 



DEPENDENCE OF WOMEN. 11 

receive the new; for in proportion to the strength 
of a feeling is the tenacity with which it clings to 
the forms and circumstances with which it has 
even accidentally become associated.' 

So much, then, for the two objections which are 
on the threshold of the subject, or rather which 
are always put there, in the teeth of experience 
and history, to bar any advance into the heart 
of the subject.* The real issues appear to be 
these : on the one hand it is asserted that political 
power is as much the inalienable right of woman 
as of man ; that the enormous sexual inequalities, 
legal and social, under which she labours are 
entirely due to her exclusion; and that her en- 
franchisement, both as an act of justice and expe- 
diency, is imperatively necessary. On the other 
hand, it is affirmed that the dependence of woman 
is founded in social laws which lie far deeper than 
any political laws ; that this enfranchisement would 
be pernicious in the highest degree ; that it would 
involve consequences far beyond the powers of pre- 
diction ; that woman does not desire it ; that her 
instinct is against it ; that man's use of a mono- 
poly of political power has not pressed heavily or 
unjustly on the other sex ; and that no feminine 

* ' The idea is barred by immemorial precedent and imiversal 
practice.' — Standard. 
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interests would be materially advanced by female 
enfranchisement. * 

We beg to preface our examination of the several 
issues just stated, with a protest. Bentham says, 
' If a man who calls for the right of suffrage to be 
given to any one human being, calls for its being 

* ' There are social laws that lie far deeper than any political laws, 
and the first of these is the law which determines the relation of the 
sexes/ — Times. 

' It is a condition (the political dependence of women) the breach 
of which might involve consequences far beyond our powers of pre- 
diction.' — Times. 

* The franchise is not conferred on women, because, in the truest 
and best sense of the term, women do not want it.' — Examiner, 

' We are not aware, moreover, that any considerable number of 
women desire to possess the right which Mr. Mill is so anxious that 
they should have.' — Observer, 

* The instincts of womanhood, let us pray, are beyond the reach of 
fantastic law.' — Examiner, 

* At the same time, they are not liberated slaves in need of pro- 
tection from tyranny ; nor, if they were, could they protect themselves . 
by their vote.' — Saturday Review, 

*Our objections are — firstly, that the vote is not necessary to her, 
and, secondly, that she does not want it.' — Standard. 

*The hardship, if any exists, is confined to women under very 
special, and we trust temporary, circumstances." — Observer. 

'Allowing that men exercise the power, have they in general 
made an immanly and selfish use of it ? Here again, women, if con- 
sulted, would answer, No.' — Standard. 

' Of course, if feminine interests are neglected by male legislators, or 
if the work of government would be materially advanced by the 
personal aid of ratepaying widows and spinsters, the fact of their 
inability to discharge other duties of male citizens would not be 
conclusive against their enfranchisement. The former proposition, 
however, needs much stronger evidence for its support than has yet 
been produced, while the latter is supported by no evidence what- 
ever.' — Times. 

' It is the glory of Christianity, and the crowning triumph of 
Christian civilisation, to have created and consecrated moral safe- 
guards against tlie abuse of this superiority. — Times. 
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refused to any other human being, it lies upon 
him to give a particular reason for such refusal.' 
Of course, if this proposition is sound, we need, 
in order to establish the claims of woman to the 
franchise, only refute the various objections which 
are urged against her admission. There is no 
need to show why she should have a vote ; it is 
sufficient to answer objections. The truth, too, 
of Bentham's aphorism will probably be admitted. 
That it is so practically, recent reform debates 
prove. Every speaker, (Mr. Lowe perhaps ex- 
cepted,) when arguing for the entire or partial 
exclusion of any class, feels bound to give reasons. 
Some talk of ignorance and drunkenness ; others 
express confidence in the process of ' natural 
selection ; ' others grow eloquent over the magical 
virtue of ' a balance of classes ; ' but all concur in 
giving reasons, good, bad, or indifferent, to justify 
the exclusion. No one says, ' The fact that A is a 
human being gives him no claim to political repre- 
sentation, even though no reason can be shown for 
his exclusion ; ' yet on this ground alone can 
Bentham's dictum be disputed. Whether the 
franchise be considered ^ a right ' or ^ a privilege,' 
is immaterial ; such discussions usually degenerate 
into mere verbal disputes. Cause must be shown 
why a privilege is bestowed on one human being 
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and withheld from another, just as reasons must be 
brought to prove why a right should be denied to 
one human being and granted to another. The 
advocates, therefore, of female enfranchisement 
have no edifice of their own to erect ; they have 
only to demolish the building of their oppo- 
nents. 

Waiving, however, the advantage which Bent- 
ham's dictum gives, we shall consider the question 
independently. In the course of the inquiry, ob- 
jections will necessarily arise and be considered ; 
but we shall postpone until the end a brief ex- 
amination of what we consider the chief objections. 

Men and women are equally concerned in the 
good goveniment of the country. In all legislation 
which relates to the repression of physical violence, 
women are even the more deeply concerned, because 
of their inferior bodily strength ; * in all other legis- 

* Every one admits the physical inferiority of the female sex, not- 
withstanding that in Arabia, where most of the outdoor work is 
performed by women, they are stouter and larger-limbed than the 
men. But physical is no proof of intellectual inferiority. Analogy 
points the other way. The extinct races of gigantic animals 
were of a lower organisation than any races now existing. Of 
existing races, the strongest have not usually the most intelligence, 
and the females, though generally smaller than the males, are 
not less intelligent. Man indeed, for his weight, is physically 
one of the weakest of animals; and we believe that the majority 
of great men — poets, statesmen, philosophers, and even warriors — 
have been physically weak men. The period, too, at which athletic 
exercises are most pursued and enjoyed, is not when the intellectual 
powers are at their zenith. The intellect continues to improve after 
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lation, they are equally concerned. Since, then, 
women have at least the same right to happiness, 

the physical system has begun to decay. Since, also, exercise gives 
strength, and the full exercise of mind and body can scarcely be car- 
ried on simultaneously, the cultivation of the former may be insured 
at the expense, if not necessarily of health, certainly of full bodily 
vigour. 

It is sometimes argued that, ceteris panlms, mental power varies 
with the size of the brain, and that since the female's cranium is 
smaller than the male's, woman must have less capacity than man. 
But this doctrine, in the only sense in which it can obtain much 
acceptance, tells in woman's favour- The size of the brain in pro- 
portion to the body, not the absolute size of the brain, is alone any 
evidence of capacity. The elephant's brain is larger than man's, 
but it is smaller in proportion to size and weight of body ; and, in 
comparison to woman's, it is yet smaller. Such considerations, how- 
ever, whichever way they point, possess very little value. But we 
notice them because the mind is apt to be led by its desire for uni- 
formity ; and because we have met with many passages in popular 
books about and for women, such as the following, which we extract 
from the 'Daughters of England,' by Mrs. Ellis : — 'As women, then, 
the first thing of importance is to be content to be inferior to men — 
inferior in mental power, in the same proportion that you are inferior 
in bodily strength.' 

There is yet another popular method of proving woman's intel- 
lectual inferiority — comparing the long list of great women with the 
even longer list of great men. But, notwithstanding women have 
accomplished so much in the teeth of incessant persecution, and not- 
withstanding thousands of almost equally great names could be ad- 
duced from both sexes, any argument drawn from the comparison 
would be utterly worthless, because women, always the victims of 
physical force, have been persistently shut out from men's oppor- 
tunities. A fine, so to say, has been levied on them. They have 
had to pay the heaviest social penalties, and not only the ordinary 
difficulties, but special difficulties created by strong men, and which 
meet only women, they have had to surmount. Depend on it, cen- 
turies hence, our oppressive treatment of women will not less amaze 
posterity than we are amazed at the custom of the Babylonians to 
make every native woman sit in the temple of Venus, and have in- 
terco^irse with a stranger ; or at the practice of Lycurgus, Socrates, 
Cato, and other great Greeks and Eomans, to lend their wives to their 
friends. 
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SO far as just and impartial laws can secure it, as 
men, and since their number not only equals but is 
even greater than that of men, the sole ground on 
which the one sex, with any plea of justification, 
could assume the exclusive government of the 
state, would be that of advantage to the other. 
But this plea is only that universal apology for 
the assumption of authority — the benefit of those 
who are to be enslaved — which has so deeply 
stained the pages of history. Combined with 
avarice, it is the foundation of the most debasing 
and brutal of all institutions — slavery. A priori^ 
then, it should be regarded with extreme suspicion. 
The only grounds which could be urged to justify 
it are : — 

1. That past experience and the present condi- 
tion of women show such an assumption of power 
to be beneficial to them. 

2. That superiority in intellect gives men the 
right of arbitrary sway. 

3. That superiority in morality gives men the 
right of arbitrary sway. 

If the first proposition be false, mere superio- 
rity in intellect or in morality constitutes no 
sound claim to exclusive power. But even the 
demonstration of all the three propositions to 
the complete satisfaction of every man, is no suffi- 
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cient warranty so long as it is not granted by 
woman herself. As to the unanimity of women, 
though perhaps the majority of the sex are in- 
different, and a considerable number hostile, yet 
some of the most distinguished women, supported 
by thousands of their less eminent sisters, demand 
enfranchisement; while many distinguished men, 
among whom is the most profound political and 
philosophical thinker living, support the claim 
with steadfast earnestness. Though, therefore, a 
proof of all three propositions, however satisfac- 
tory to men's minds, would not destroy the justice 
of woman's claim, her claim is, in fact, still 
stronger; for each proposition is utterly untenable. 

Let us examine them seriatim. 

1. The entire history of woman is one of 
slavery and oppression. Among the Hebrews, 
Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, &c., she was 
treated little better than we treat our horses and 
dogs. She was confined and secluded, and poly- 
gamy reigned supreme. Monarchs vied in the 
magnificence of their seraglios, and ancient history 
is full of heroes and of kings whose future has 
been marred and wisdom corrupted by indul- 
gence in the grossest sensuality. The Egyptians 
were the most just in their conduct towards 
woman. They neither degraded her by polygamy, 




18 TUE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 

nor kept her in confinement. She might succeed 
to property, or even to the throne, in default of 
male issue. Among the early Greeks, who re- 
ceived a great deal of their civilisation from the 
East, particularly from the Egyptians, her condi- 
tion was in some respects improved. Neverthe- 
less, she was not admitted into general society, nor 
allowed to appear much in public, and she 
lived entirely secluded in apartments at the back 
or upper part of the house. 

The truth is that both the Greeks and Romans 
treated woman as a creature with very little more 
intelligence than a dog. They made her perform 
all the domestic offices ; even so far as conducting 
the men to bed, undressing them, and drying and 
perfuming them after the bath. The law, too, 
treated her practically as a slave; for without 
the consent of her pei'petual guardian, she could 
neither make a will, discharge any public func- 
tion, nor manage her own property. The Romans, 
however, gradually gave her greater freedom, 
and at length a share in religious solemnities. 
But throughout all the various phases of rigorous 
austerity and unbounded licentiousness which 
mark Roman history, she was constantly treated as 
an inferior being, designed only to minister to 
man's pleasure. 
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The manners and customs of the East have re- 
mained stationary for many centuries. In Asia and 
in Turkey the horrors of polygamy still continue ; 
but throughout Europe, except in Mahometan 
Turkey, Christianity has been instrumental in 
effecting a gradual change, which, though differing 
in many particulars, has been similar in its general 
character. Sufficient, however, for our present 
purpose, which is to show how man, especially in 
this country, has wielded his power over woman, 
will be a few facts concerning her status in Britain 
from the earliest times. 

Veiy little is known of her condition among the 
earliest inhabitants.^ She was probably a slave, 
the usual fate of the weak among savage tribes. 
There is, however, evidence for believing that she 
was not always treated without some considera- 
tion, and the names of two queens, Cartisamunda 
and Boadicea, have come down to us. During the 
administration and after the departure of the 
Romans, her condition was wretched. But among 
the Anglo-Saxons her position was considerably 
raised, though she seems to have had less 
independence among the chiefs and landowners 

* Their marriage customs seem to have been peculiar : — ' Uxores 
hahent dent duodeniqtte inter se communes, et maxime fratres cumfratH" 
bus, parentesqve ctim Uberis ; sed qui sunt ex his nati, eorum habentur 
liherif quo primum virgo quaque deducta est,^ — C^sae. 



c 2 



rs 



n 



20 THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 

than among the agricultural class* For while, in 
case of separation, the wives of the last divided 
equally with the husband the goods and chattels 
which they had jointly possessed, the wives of the 
first received only the smaller share. Both married 
and single women had the power to possess, to 
inherit, and to will away money or lands. They 
could bring actions, and their persons and property 
were protected by special enactments. Still the 
fragmentary records of those times prove that 
they were often the victims of oppression and 
outrage. 

The introduction of Christianity, about the year 
600, was very powerful in ameliorating woman's 
condition. Concubinage, hitherto permitted, was 
forbidden, and a religion which taught equality 
for man and woman in the next world would 
obviously foster equality in this. Convents and 
monasteries quickly sprung up, and kept alight 
some glimmering of knowledge. King Alfred, who, 
according to tradition, imbibed his love of learn- 
ing and of literature from Queen Judith, dispelled 
the almost universal darkness. Under his wise and 
benignant sway civilisation moved onward. The 
Saxon ladies seem to have been both eager in 
studious pursuits and industrious in manual 
loyments. Of woman's position among the 
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lower orders, scarcely anything is known. But the 
Norman Conquest was, on the whole, favour- 
able to her, although the law made the husband, 
to the fullest extent, the master, even to the extent 
of allowing him to inflict bodily chastisement. 

The Crusades had considerable influence on the 
condition of woman, but it was an influence which, 
while it afi^ected both sexes, did not disturb the 
relation between them. Chivalry, too, had a deep 
and beneficial influence. The benefit was not so 
much in enlarging her privileges as in making 
men view her in a new light. From the 
days of the lust-eaten and splenetic Solomon to 
the dawn of chivalry, writers had poured forth 
their abuse and contempt on her. Nothing was 
too bad. Without civil rights, with few occupa- 
tions, and despised and ill-treated by men, her con- 
dition was truly miserable. But with chivalry 
arose new ideas concerning woman. Those who 
before had sung of heroes and of kings, and 
had mentioned woman only to traduce her, now 
sung of beauty and of love. Hyperbolical and 
extravagant praise took the place of jeering and 
contempt. She who had before been looked upon 
as a mere instrument to man's pleasures, was now 
set above mortality. The spirit which induced 
Petrarch to compare his mistress to Jesus Christ 
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was abroad. The ambition of the knight was 
to die in her defence, and of the poet to 
immortalise her in verse. Of course practice 
did not accord with such preposterous precept, 
but assuredly chivalry had great influence in 
raising the status of woman, notmthstanding 
it was the theory of her imbecility applied to 
the fullest extent. Then, as now, she was con- 
sidered utterly helpless in all affairs of the 
state, and even to take care of her own interests ; 
then, as now, her occupations were those which 
men disdain; and then, as now, she was com- 
pensated for her helplessness by adulation, and 
a sort of sentimental idolism. 

The next event which had any considerable 
influence on woman's position was the Refor- 
mation. The energies of the nation, which had to 
some extent lain dormant, were aroused, and the 
blow which was struck at authority made easier 
any departure from custom or manners. The 
gradual rise of the middle class, the progress 
of arts and sciences which gradually superseded 
household manufactures, the Wars of the Roses, 
the Revolution, and other events which stand in 
histor}^, also necessarily influenced her condi- 
tion; and while her character, employment, and 
ition have varied with the changing times; 
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while she was ignorant with the Stuarts, learned in 
the Elizabethan age ; at one period licentious, at 
another puritanical; she has been continually taking 
steps towards lessening the gross injustice under 
which she labours, though many of her present 
wrongs appear to be of modern growth, and though 
she has always been the victim of physical force. 
In short., in the words of Lord Macaulay, ' If there 
be a word of truth in history, women have always 
been and still are, over the greater part of the 
globe, humble companions, playthings, captives, 
menials, beasts of burden. Except in a few happy 
and highly civilised communities, they are strictly 
in a state of personal slavery. Even in those 
countries where they are best treated, the laws 
are generally unfavourable to them, with respect 
to almost all the points in which they are the most 
deeply interested.' 

Dismissing her past history, which is useful in 
showing that man has at all events been consistent 
in his oppression, we come to consider what are 
her present grievances, legal and social. We speak 
of social as well as legal inequalities, because it is 
clear that they who possess absolute power in 
making the laws, who have arrogated to them- 
selves all government, all religious offices, all pro- 
fessions, and all wealth, will obtain a paramount 
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influence in shaping the social institutions of the 
country. 

The law does not recognise rape by a husband 
upon his wife ; that is to say, he may always con- 
strain her to his desire by physical force.^ 

A man can obtain a divorce from his wife on the 
ground of adultery ; but a woman cannot obtain a 
divorce from her husband unless the adultery is 
coupled with cruelty. 

All the personal property which belongs to a 
woman before marriage, or which accrues after 
marriage, becomes vested in the husband* Of her 
real property, though the husband cannot dispose 
of it or will it away, he receives the profits during 
her life, irrespective of her Tvdshes J 

In business a married woman has no authority. 
She can neither buy nor sell, for she has neither 
goods nor money; nor can she make a contract 



® Her body is placed at the will and mercy of the stronger party. 
In considering the operation of such a law, the thousands of cases 
where the husband is a brute — perhaps a wife-beater, or a trader on 
his wife's prostitution — must be brought into prominent view. It is 
not desired that rape should be treated identically in all cases. It is 
only desired, that a moral right in the husband to the person of his 
wife, irrespective of her wishes, should not be recognised ; and that 
any assault (using that word in its legal sense) committed in order to 
effect his object, should be equally punishable with all other assaults. 

' ' Grievances of less magnitude than the law of the property of 
married women, when suffered by parties less inured to passive sub- 
mission, have provoked revolutions.* — Mr. Mill : speech in the House 
of Commons, May 20, 1807. 
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without her husband's consent, except for neces- 
saries. A promissory note or bill of exchange 
drawn, or endorsed, or accepted by her, is void- 
able by plea of coverture. True, these depriva- 
tions are sometimes said to be made in order to 
relieve her of care and responsibility. But surely 
they who advance this plea forget that the chief 
use or object of laws is to prevent the strong and 
tyrannical from domineering over the weak. If 
nothing could induce man to commit robbery, 
whether theft were punishable by a day's imprisoa- 
ment, or death, or a seat in the House of Lords, 
would be immaterial. So if all men and all women 
were kind and just, if all husbands and wives loved 
one another, and each cared for the other's happiness 
as much as his own, or more, all power might be 
safely invested in either the one or the other ; though 
even in the rare case where this identity of interest 
and affection happens to be complete the present 
law is bad : for, in the first place, the power of the 
one and the subservience of the other are calculated 
to destroy the good qualities on which the identity 
is founded; in the second, the state of the law will 
surely foster the opinion that business is the duty 
of the man alone, and is unbecoming in the woman ; 
and, in the third, when the talents of the woman 
(no uncommon circumstance) are superior to the 
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man's, they remain fallow, and the incapacity of 
the man brings ruin alike to husband, wife, and 
children. 

The picture of Utopia, however, in which the 
woman's deprivations are represented as tender 
mercies, is utterly unlike the terrible reality. Our 
method of protecting ' defenceless woman,' of guard- 
ing the being who we say is weak in body and in 
mind, is to place her almost as completely at man's 
mercy as the slave at his master's. If a father 
dies intestate, the eldest son inherits the real estate 
to the exclusion of the daughters. Opinion follows 
the law — the opinion of man — and fathers rarely 
divide their property equally among sons and 
daughters. 

But, shameful as are these legal injustices, custom 
is quite as unjust. 

The universities and professions are inexorably 
closed to woman ; and the single aim of her educa- 
tion appears to be to make her pleasing and agree- 
able to man. From numerous trades and employ- 
ments she is virtually shut out, sometimes through 
the prejudice of employers, and sometimes through 
the combinations of trades-unions.® Hence pecu- 



^ We do not mean any attack on trades-unions. They are com- 
posed of men who, if not so completely as women, have still been 
excluded from any power in making the laws, and they are necessary 
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niary distress is more common to women in every 
rank than to men. 

Our notions of chastity could not possibly be 
more disgraceful. In this civilised and Christian 
land, the vice which is visited with the direst 
punishment in the one sex, is practically treated 
as venial in the other. The crime, however, of 
illicit intercourse is precisely equal in the man 
and in the woman. It is a sin equally shared, 
whether considered as an offence against morality 
or the interests of society. Volumes have been 
^vritten on the evils of prostitution, but it appears 
to be generally forgotten that if one sex is more 
chaste than the other, prostitution is a necessity, 
and its extent will vary as the amount of that 
excess. In a country where want is unknown, 
prostitution, in the sense of letting out the body for 
hire, should be imknown, or at least almost confined 
to the rich man's mistress. But in the sense of a 
woman having intercourse with several men, the 
result seems, at all events in the present state of 
society, inevitable. What, then, do we do in Eng- 
land? Do we encourage it or discountenance it, 

in self-defence. No doubt they have no special dispensation 
enabling them to avoid mistakes ; but, on the whole, their effect 
has been most beneficial. Already they have raised the rate of wages 
and shortened the hours of labour, and we wish them all success in a 
further reform in this direction. 
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not in words, but in act and in law? These are 
indisputably the facts : — we begin by confining the 
education and knowledge of woman,^ and then, by 
keeping from her all resources within herself, either 
to derive amusement or independence, make her ac- 
cessible to the arts of the seducer ; we next contract 
the sphere of her employment, rendering it difficult 
for her to get an honest living ; we next expel from 
all association, and almost from all hope of refor- 
mation, the woman who has once fallen, while her 
seducer go^s unpunished, legally and socially; and 
we end by founding a few inadequate institutions 
to eradicate the sin which we have done all we can 
to encourage in its basest and most degrading 
form.^^ Clerks will sometimes rob their employ- 
ers, and tradesmen their customers ; but the 
existence of a class that lives by stealing, and 
practises robbery as a profession, is chiefly due to 

• ' What has hecome of the endowments which the hounty of our 
ancestors destined for the education, not of one sex only, hut of hoth 
indiscriminately ? I am told, hy one of the highest authorities on the 
suhject, that in the majority of the endowments the provision made 
is not for hoys, but for education generally j in one great endowment, 
Christ's Hospitfd, it is expressly for hoth : that institution now main- 
tains and educates 1,100 hoys, and exactly 26 girls.* — Mr, Mill: 
speech in the House of ComnKms, May 20, 1867. 

^^ The Hindoos punished the crime of adultery with the most 
awful severity, even to burning the offender alive, but the punish- 
ment varied with the caste of the transgressor ; and the Brahmins, 
who made the laio, got off with the loss of their hair. This is exactly 
our method. We, who make the laws, must not suffer by them. 



DEPENDENCE OF WOMEN. 29 

bad legislation. And so it is with prostitution. 
Wives will sometimes be unfaithful to their 
husbands, husbands to their wives, and unlawful 
commerce will take place between the sexes ; 
but the regular prostitution of the body is 
owing to the iniquitous social and legal enactments 
under which we live. Hitherto men have always 
made the laws, and wherever these laws aflfect 
women — women who have never been represented 
— ^they are grossly unjust. Unless the present 
vicious, unquiet, and demoralising state of society 
is a necessity, the remedy, we submit, obvious, 
radical, and complete, is the enfranchisement of 
women. (Fec?^ Appendix A.) 

Nothing more clearly shows the unjust state of 
things than the law regarding seduction. A man 
under the promise of marriage seduces a woman. 
Her ruin and the birth of a child are the conse- 
quences. What social penalties fall upon the 
seducer? None. His friends, those to whom the 
destiny of more than half of the species is entrusted, 
continue to receive him, and the scoundrel has 
been even known to hoast of his success without a 
protest from lips or from a horsewhip. Society's 
doors remain open to him, and matrons and 
their daughters still receive him with nods, and 
becks, and wreathed smiles. What are the legal 
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penalties? For the maintenance of his child he 
may be compelled to pay half-a-crown a week for 
thirteen years; the law here, as often happens, 
favouring the rich man. For the seduction, the 
girl herself has no remedy, but she may bring an 
action for breach of promise, and her master or 
employer who loses her services may obtain damages 
for such loss. And this is all. Yet nothing is 
more certain than that this is a case of false pre- 
tences. If a man, hungry and starving, obtains 
half-a-crown under false pretenpes, he is liable to 
five years' penal servitude ; but for the dastardly 
act of robbing a girl under false pretences of what 
society tells her she ought to value more than life, 
no punishment is awarded. 

So far, then, as a just use of arbitrary power 
gives a claim to its possession, man's pretensions 
are flimsy indeed. 

2. And what is the argument of superior intel- 
lect worth? Granting for a moment that woman 
is inferior — what then ? One of the fundamental 
maxims of representative government is that a 
person may be perfectly competent to choose a re- 
presentative, though utterly unfitted to he a repre- 
sentative. The mental difiference between him who 
is competent to legislate and him who is fit to choose 
a representative, may be enormous ; but surely 
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the most arrogant assumption would not assert 
that this intellectual disparity exists between the 
sexes. But unless it does exist, the superiority 
argument — which superiority we totally deny ^^ — 
is absolutely and literally worthless. Half the 
oppression under which nations have groaned has 
been sought to be justified by the plea of superior 
intellect. That plea is the foundation of despotism, 
of slavery, and of all tyranny, by a strong over a 
weak race. Moreover, are its advocates willing 
to push the doctrine to its legitimate conclusion, 
the perpetual sway of intellect? Are they ready 
and willing to submit to the yoke of their intel- 
lectual superior^ ? If they are not, there will be 

^^ ' An excellent passage/ (we quote Mrs. Mill) ' on this part of the 
subject, from one of Sydney Smith's contributions to the " Edinburgh 
Review," we will not refrain from quoting : — " A great deal has been 
said of the original difference of capacity between men and women, 
as if women were more quick and men more judicious — as if women 
were more remarkable for delicacy of association, and men for stronger 
powers of attention. All this, we confess, appears to us very fanciful. 
That there is a difference in the understandings of the men and the 
women we every day meet with, everybody, we suppose, must per- 
ceive ; but there is none surely which may not be accounted for by 
the difference of circumstances in which they have been placed, 
without reference to any conjectural difference of original conformation 
of mind. As long as boys and girk run about in the dirt, and trundle 
hoops together, they are both precisely alike. If you catch up one 
half of these creatures, and train them to a particidar set of actions 
and opinions, and the other half to a perfectly opposite set, of course 
their understandings will differ, as one or the other sort of occupation 
has called this or that talent into action. There is surely no occasion 
to go into any deeper or more abstruse reasoning, in order to explain 
so very simple a phenomenon.'' ' 
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no difference of opinion as to either their con- 
sistency, intelligence, or honesty. 

But what proof have we of woman's inferiority? 
The ipsi diximus of men. They say that she is in- 
ferior. They take all power into their own hands ; 
they train her from infancy to believe in her 
inferiority; they narrow the range of her studies; 
and then, forsooth, when they have done every- 
thing to produce that inferiority which they start 
by assuming, they coolly and arrogantly assert that 
all is done for her own good. Having made her 
entirely dependent for her daily bread; having 
taught her to think it her highest aim to be united 
to one of the 'lords of the creation ; ' havins: 
educated her to minister to their wants, to gratify 
their passions, to add to their comforts — in short, to 
live to pander to their selfishness, they crown all by 
telling their deluded victim that she has a weak 
mind, and that her ' sphere ' ^^ is submission to and 

^^ < When a prejudice, which has any hold on the feelings, finds itself 
reduced to the unpleasant necessity of assigning reasons, it thinks it 
has done enough when it has re-asserted the very point in dispute, in 
phrases which appeal to the pre-existing feeling. Thus, many persons 
think they have justified the restrictions on women's field of action, 
when they have said that the pursuits from which women are excluded 
are unfemini^ie, and that the proper sphere of women is not politics or 
publicity, but private and domestic life. We deny the right of any 
portion of the species to decide for another portion, or any indindual 
for another individual, what is and what is not their " proper sphere." 
The proper sphere for all human beings is the largest and highest 
which they are able to attain to. What this is cannot be ascertained 
ut complete liberty of choice.' — Mrs. MilL 
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attendance on man. It is time to throw aside these 
flimsy sophisms. If ever the lust for power sought 
to gratify itself under the profession of vu'tue and 
mercy, it is in the conduct which these sopliisms 
are meant to justify. Every age has its faults; 
and deeds which the best and wisest have done in 
past ages would be shunned now by the bad. But 
there are few things more odious, more calculated 
to promote the worst vices of man and woman, 
more sure to breed selfishness in the one and sub- 
serviency in the other, than the political depen- 
dence of woman. Let her reflect on what this de- 
pendence means. It means that her position, as a 
sex, is at the absolute will and disposal of another. 
Everything concerning her education, her subsist- 
ence, her employment, her religion, all are his. 
Body and soul, she is at his mercy. He may lend 
her to his friends as they did in Sparta. He may 
degrade her to the harem as they do in Turkey. 
In a word, there is nothing between her and 
slavery but man's will. True, he finds, as in the 
treatment of the ' other inferior animals,' that 
kindness brings more comfort and satisfaction to 
himself than harshness. But this fact, which does 
not lessen her defencelessness, is of very slight 
and partial influence. No one can look round the 
world and see vice rampant on every side, happy 

D 
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marriages the exception, the bmtal treatment of 
woman divulged in our police and divorce coortfi, 
Bocial and legal inequalities pressing her on every 
side, artificial difliculties thro^vn up between her 
and her bread, prostitution stalking abroad without 
sharne — no one can see these things without be- 
lieving that men have tyrannically used the power 
which they have tyrannically seized. Talk of 
Utopian philosophy! Why, the idea that men 
are so good, so just, nay so perfect, that the 
destinies of one half of the human race may be 
entrusted to their charge, flies more in the face of 
experience, and relies more on the virtue of erring 
humanity, than the most extreme doctrine of 
Fourier or Saint Simon. ^^ 

^' The frequent assertion that sexual influence is sufficient to secure 
the just treatment of women, we have shown to be contrary to aU 
experience. Xo one denies that women already have political in- 
fluence — great influence. Demosthenes truly said, that many a woman 
had overturned in a day the year's work of a statesman. Montesquieu 
said, that a government should be judged not by the men at the 
head of affairs, but by the women who sway the men. And Pope 
Clement XIV. said, that husbands have often received the credit and 
honour duo to the sagacity of their wives. Still we have shown, by 
pointing out the anomalies and inequalities of woman's past and 
present condition, that, in treating her as a class, sexual influence has 
been very slight, almost nothing. And if histoiy proves it to be to- 
tally unable to cope with self-interest and love of power, the en- 
franchisement of women seems to follow. But there are also impor- 
tant moral considerations involved. What kind of influence ought 
women to have ? Ought it to be a * backstairs ' influence ? Ought it 
to be the influence of fewnings and frownings, caresses and cajolery P 
Or ought it to bo an influence direct and open — an influence put 
under the guidance of conscience, and the control of responsibility ? 
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Where wealth abounds, the present system 
produces narrow and little-minded women, who, 
satiated with every bodily luxury, intolerant to 
their sex, and sycophants to their husbands, go 
through life in self-satisfied godliness and content. 
Where there is poverty, we have the governess 
seeking a wretched livelihood amid contumely and 
contempt; the seamstress working at her coffin and 
her grave; the betrayed girl abandoned both by 
her seducer and humanity; and the prostitute 
ministering to man in all his gloiy. 

But assume that men are the noble, disinterested, 
magnanimous beings they are represented ; suppose 
that the world is a poetical creation, like the Swerga 
or the Domdaniel cavern, and that wars have died 
out, armies are disbanded, and righteousness and 
peace have kissed each other — what then ? Still the 
political dependence of women would be neither 
just nor expedient. In the words of Mrs. Mill, 
'the miserable expediences which are advanced as 
excuses for so grossly partial a dispensation would 
not be sufficient, even if they were real, to render 
it other than a flagrant injustice. While, far from 
being expedient, we are firmly convinced that the 
division of mankind into two castes, one bom to 
rule over the other, is in this case, as in all cases, 
an unqualified mischief; a source of perversion 

D 2 
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and demoralisation, both to the favoured class and 
to those at whose expense they are favoured ; pro- 
ducing none of the good which it is the custom to 
ascribe to it, and forming a bar, almost insuperable 
while it lasts,- to any really vital improvement, 
either in the character or in the social condition of 
the human race.' And we may add, that man's 
treatment of woman, individually, might be every- 
thing to be desired, and yet be utterly unjust in 
legislation ; and such must also be the admission of 
those who believe in her happy social condition, but 
who see, they confess, so much to regret in her legal 
inequalities.^^ The truth is, that if she is capable 
of managing her own affairs — ^in other words, is fit 
to assume the duties and offices of a responsible 
being — inferiority of intellect would be an addi- 
tional reason for giving her representation ; for the 
more inferior she is, the more she requires just 
laws to protect her. 

3. Does superior morality give man a right to 
supreme power? Even if the superiority were a 
fact, instead of an assumption which perhaps the 
woman has the greater claim to, it would be no 
justification whatever. It would only be some 

'* ' Trop de puissance deprave labont^, altere toutes les jouissances 
de la d^licatesse j les vertus et les sentimens ne peuvent r^sister d'une 
part a Texercice du pouvoir, de Tautre a I'liabitude de la crainte.'— 
Madame de Stael, 
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guarantee that the power would not be used with- 
out any conscience. Hitherto we have had neither 
the guarantee nor the conscience, and we believe 
that an infusion of a higher morality into the legis- 
lature, far more than a higher intellect, is that 
which is wanting. To trace every injustice or 
imperfection in the laws to selfishness would 
be to ignore alike history and human nature. 
But nothing is more true than that past legisla- 
tion has been, and that present legislation is, 
more impeded by selfishness than by any other 
one thing. We mean by selfishness the difierent 
modifications of self-interest, and the passions 
commonly classed as selfish. When we mark 
the marvellous success which has attended man's 
investigation of the material universe, how beauti- 
fully the knowledge he has gradually built up has 
been used in satisfying his wants, and how intricate 
and refined are the processes by which he has 
achieved so much, we are filled with wonder and 
admiration. But if we turn our gaze into the 
field of social phenomena, how dififerent is the 
view! There we see opinion conflicting with 
opinion, the strong tyrannising over the weak, vice 
rampant and shameless, toil and ignorance and 
privation the lot of the vast majority of the human 
race, and more than one half of humanity in forced 
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subordination to the other half; yet the system 
under which these things exist is lauded as the 
noblest development of which mankind is capable. 
Broadly and advisedly we say, intending to enter 
into particulars directly, that the miserable failure 
is less owing to inherent difficulties than to intense 
selfishness. It is the selfishness and immorality of 
the ruling classes which create half the problems 
it is the business of the legislature to solve, or 
rather to apply the solution. 

Take the English House of Commons. Though 
that House is not the place for philosophical dis- 
coveries, it always contains many men of the highest 
administrative and practical ability. But social 
philosophy is immeasurably in advance of its prac- 
tical application ; and the reason is the low moral 
tone of the great mass of members of parliament. ^^ 
A man who, blinded by his interests or his passions, 

** Mr. Bright, in his last speech at Birmingham, expresses an opinion 
which is common to every one who knows anything of the House of 
Commons. The only fault to be found with it, is that it does not do 
full justice to the selfishness, sordidness, and corruption which taint 
an assembly containing so many noble-hearted and large-minded men. 
Mr. Bright says: ' This House of Commons, I will undertake to say, is 
by far the most corrupt that has been elected and assembled since the 
Keform Bill. I am not able to say what it has cost to seat these 658 
members in that house, but if I said it had cost them and their friends 
a million of money I should be a long way imder the mark. I believe 
it has cost more to seat those 658 men there than it has cost to seat 
all the members of all the other representative and legislative assem- 
blies in the world that are now in existence in the different countries 
of the globe. And, without a man's intending to be corrupt, this state 
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does what is wrong, believing it to be right, com- 
mits a moral, not an intellectual, error. This self- 
blinding runs through all the relations of life, and 
the legislator does not escape its influence. Strong 
and weak minds are alike afifected by it ; the first 
blind themselves with clever, the last with shallow, 
sophisms. He, then, who knowingly sacrifices the 
interests of the community to what he believes to 
be his own interests, and he who, through laziness, 
or passion, or want of study, holds wrong convic- 
tions, equally commit a moral error. And all these 
errors may be justly urged against the House of 
Commons. 

We speak of the rank and file, without whose 
consent the few great and illustrious men are 
powerless. Without learning,^^ without special 

of things makes him inevitably corrupt.' A^nd again : ' There are many 
members who pay always from 1,000/. to 15,000/. for their ejection ; 
and'although there are men in the House of Commons who are too 
honest, I believe, to be swayed by that consideration, still there are 
great numbers, 1 am satisfied, who are willing to take almost any kind of 
measure on any subject from any government, rather than go back to 
their constituents with the chance, first of all, of not coming back to the 
house at all, and with the certainty that if they stand a contest they 
must lessen the balance at their bankers by several thousand pounds ; 
and so they were willing to tolerate a Tory government and Tory re- 
form bill, to break up the Liberal party, to do anything whatever, 
as they say, to settle the question in the House of Commons' style 
and fashion in this parliament and during the present session, and 
not as the great body of the people wish it to be settled,* and 
they are ready to bear all this rather than have a dissolution of 
parliament.* 

^* There are 292 university men in the House of Commons, and of 
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training, without deep convictions, without any su- 
perior ability for politics or anything else, — without, 
in fact, any recommendation, but an ancient name, 
or a large Nisi Prius practice, or a large business 
inherited from a shrewd father, they enter Parlia- 
ment, double their subscriptions to local charities, 
send presents of game to their chief supporters, and 
settle down into very contented, very respectable, 
very ordinary members of parliament, generally 
voting with their party, never absent from an 
important division, (except when a dissolution 
threatens,) and ready to make any sacrifice — even 
to risking a revolution — in order to be off to their 
shooting in September. When will the public 
come to see, that to assume the functions of 
a legislator from personal motives, or without 
special qualifications, is to commit an abominable 
crime ? 

These views concerning the real impediments to 
good government are borne out by the actual 
legislation of the last fifty years. 

The opposition to Catholic Emancipation could 



these only 46 are honour men. To say that they who have taken 
honours are necessarily better educated than they who have not 
been to a university, would be preposterous ; but, as a general rule, 
if a man takes his ordinary degree, but does not pass in honours, it is 
a sign of intellectual laziness or intellectual incapacity. We take 
the figures from the recent ^ Essays on Reform.' 
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not have arisen from pure intellectual blindness. 
The denial of the rights of private judgment in 
matters of religion, is only one of the many forms 
in which bigoted intolerance has gratified itself; 
and the passing of the Relief Bill was due more to 
the higher moral standard which the nation, or at 
least a portion of it, had reached, than to the dis- 
covery of powerful arguments of which preceding 
generations had not the benefit. 

The absurdities and anomalies of the represen- 
tative system had been recognised long before the 
Reform Bill of 1832. A petition was presented in 
1793, by a society associated for the purpose of 
obtaining parliamentary reform, in which the in- 
equalities that then existed, and continued to exist 
until 1832, were ably pointed out.^^ But the 
House of Commons neither opposed it at the be- 
ginning of the agitation through any intellectual 
blindness, nor in the end yielded it through any 
superior enlightenment. Selfishness made them 
oppose it ; fear forced them to pass it. 

The abolition of slavery throughout the British 
dominions cannot be too highly praised. But will 
any one assert that the same influence produced it 
and the belief in the Principia? The Principia 

" A copy of the petition is given in the appendix to ' Moles worth's 
History of the Reform Bill.' 



/^ 
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was the product of pure reason: the freedom of 
slaves, of an improved morality. 

To discover that the bulk of the women em- 
ployed in factories were in a dreadful state of vice 
and degradation, and that to take a child of six 
years and compel it to work for fourteen or 
fifteen hours a day among depraved men and 
women, would lead to its moral and physical 
ruin, was scarcely an intellectual feat. The facts 
were notorious; and to trace their consequences 
would surely not require any very abstruse pro- 
cess of reasoning. Yet the wonderful discovery 
was not made until 1833, when the labour of 
children was limited to nine hours a day. In 1844, 
fresh inquiries were instituted, which led to an Act 
limiting the employment of women (applicable only 
to weaving manufactories and one or two others) 
to twelve hours a day. Seven years more were 
required to prove that the Act might be judiciously 
extended. In 1851 the hours were reduced to ten, 
and the application of the Act still further widened. 
Yet another nine years, and by the Acts of 18 CO 
and 1861 the measure was again made more 
extensive. How long it will take to discover that 
the measure admits of still wider application, is a 
problem which we should despair of seeing solved if 
it still depended upon the action of parliament, and 
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not upon the gentle pressure of the people.^® But 
it is even more difficult to tell how much longer 
our boasting and boasted Christian statesmen and 
legislators — 'the saviours of the nation not yet 
saved ! ' — who, feeding on the fat of the land, yet 
fighting for its loaves and fishes, — growing 
eloquent in the praise of the working-man, yet 
refusing all trust in him, — drinking, gambling, 
dissipating, travelling, enjoying ad nauseam^ yet 
blind to the wretchedness around them, — it is 
indeed difficult to tell how much longer they will 
declare and insist that our institutions are perfect, 
our greatness pre-eminent, and our parliament a 
faithful reflex of the feelings, opinions, and wants 
of a prosperous and happy people. 

The repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846 was only 
embodying in practical legislation what Adam 
Smith clearly demonstrated in 1776. It may be 
said that the overthrow of Protection was a 
triumph of intellect. No doubt. But the dis- 
covery of the true theory was not made in the 
House of Commons. All that the House did was 
gradually and unwillingly to adopt it in the course 
of about ninety years. This delay is the more in- 
excusable, the more degrading, the more selfish, 

^8 The ' Factory Acts Extension Bill/ brought in by Mr. Walpole 
this session, has been postponed. 
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because the difficulty, generally speaking, after dis- 
coveries are made, is not to follow the reasoning 
by which they are demonstrated, but to fail to 
follow it.19 

If legislators had taken the same pains to master 
the principles of legislation as lawyers do those 
of law, and physicians those of medicine, it is im- 
possible to conceive how much more rapid the 
progress of the country, material and intellectual, 
would have been. But it is certain that if the 
House of Commons did not comprehend the truth 
of Adam Smith's doctrine for ninety years, it was 
solely through a moral blindness. 

It is sometimes argued that progress, to be sure, 
must be slow. But slowness cannot, per se^ be 
good. Slowness which arises from the careful ex- 
amination of both sides of a question, and which 
is patient in the collection of data, is not only com- 
mendable, but essential. But the slowness which 
proceeds from ignorance, or selfishness, or mental 
inactivity — and this is the only slowness which 

*• This statement is not true of aJl discoveries. For instance, 
during several years after the publication of Newton's theory of 
gravity, nothing was produced which showed that Englishmen had 
mastered, or could retrace, the Newtonian investigations. But, ap- 
plied to political discoveries, the statement is true in the vast majority 
of cases, certainly in that one which led to the abolition of Protection, 
and in the others which are referred to here as forming a proof of the 
main proposition. 
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requires ninety years to apply an obvious truth 
— ^is pernicious and immoral. 

The disclosures of which Mr. Hardy's Act is the 
result, we owe to the press. That the Act does not 
go further, Ave owe to the prejudice — we should say, 
to the immorality — of parliament. The system of 
gang-labour in the eastern counties has been going 
on for about fifty years, though now it may be said 
to be doomed. The press and the people, not the 
House of Commons, have said it. Again, to solve 
the problems with which we now have to deal — as, 
for instance, refomj, education, land tenure in 
Ireland, the Irish Church — are we waiting for a 
Bacon or a Bentham to enlighten us? Rather, have 
we not plenty of knowledge both inside and out- 
side the legislature ? Is it not the fact, that what 
we lack is a higher moral tone in our repre- 
sentatives ? 

The political dependence of woman, then, can- 
not be justified on any one of the three only 
plausible grounds — a superior morality, a superior 
intelligence, or a proper use of exclusive power 
in the past, in its influences on both men and 
women. 

But if we have proved so much, we have proved 
much more. If we have shown a lax morality 
to pervade the House of Commons, we have 
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furnished an irrefutable reason for the enfranchise- 
ment of woman. 

In the first place, she has no security what- 
ever that her interests will not be ignored — ^in 
fact, they are ignoredk That she is sufficiently 
represented or protected by her husband, her 
father, or her brothers, all history refutes; and 
Lord Brougham did not exaggerate when he said 
that ' there must be a total reconstruction of the 
laAV before women can have justice.' In the se- 
cond place, if a low morality is the great bane 
of our legislature, then infusion of new blood, so 
to say, might be beneficial. The last consideration, 
though comparatively of little weight, should be 
conclusive with those who insist that the mission 
of woman is to raise, to elevate, to exalt man, to 
breathe into him a purer morality, and to coun- 
teract or destroy evil influences. 

The demand that woman should be directly 
represented, that she should be permitted to look 
after her own interests, does not necessarily imply 
that no dependence is to be placed in the honesty 
of man. It merely means that every one has 
special interests of his own to look after, interests 
which no one understands so well as himself; and 
which sometimes are so various and important 
that he has literally no time to examine, much 
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less to advocate or agitate, even if he has the 
inclination, the interests of other people. This 
multitude of interests is especially observable in 
the House of Commons. There we have com- 
plaints, both loud and deep, of the pressure of 
business and the neglect of various interests. 
This point, indeed, is so important that we will 
state it in another form. 

We believe, and we will give an instance di- 
rectly, that many measures which would scarcely 
affect the bulk of the community, but which 
would very largely benefit some class or classes, 
are not brought forward and passed, solely 
because no one will be at the trouble to get 
up the subjects with which they deal. That 
great lever, self-interest, is absent. The argu- 
ments which establish results can be easily and 
expeditiously mastered in comparison with the 
time and labour necessary to discover them. 
Thus, an ordinary mind may master in a few 
hours the proof of a problem which had puzzled 
the world for centuries, and which to the genius 
that solved it was the work of a life. It is the 
same in politics. The Factory Act of 1844 is an 
illustration. Though the evil was serious and 
palpable, it had attracted little attention, and this 
obviously through want of adequate representation 
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of the sufferers; for when, through the exertions 
of a few philanthropic men, among whom the 
name of Shaftesbury deserves especial honour, 
inquiries were set on foot, and the evil in all its 
magnitude and ramifications proved, the Bill was 
passed in spite of the strenuous opposition of the 
manufacturers whose interests seemed to be in- 
vaded. And herein is a conclusive answer to one 
of the weakest of the many weak objections 
brought against the enfranchisement of women — 
viz., that ' unless any class is coherent enough to 
give a virtually collective vote, and to make its 
collective influence felt by its representatives, it 
cannot produce any collective effect ; its atoms are 
scattered, and their force is lost.' * 

But if these words are meant to be taken as they 
are printed, without qualification — ^that is to say, 
if it is an argument applying to a female sufirage 
based on the same conditions as man's, it is 
not only weak but utterly preposterous; for it 
assumes that a very large addition of voters, 
all of one class, to the present electoral roll, 
would have no weight in returning lialf-a-dozen 
out of 658 members of parliament, an assumption 
in direct contradiction to all experience of the 

• Letter of S. D. C. in ^ Spectator.' 
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action of people bound together by a common tie 
of interest.^^ 

But it is denied that ' a sex constitutes a " class " 
or an " order " in the only sense which is ma- 
terial for the purpose of the argument.'* Now, 
the only essential condition in order that a set of 
things may constitute a ' class ' or an ' order/ is 
that they should all possess in common some mark 
or marks which are not possessed by things in 
general. The mark which decides whether a set 
of individuals should be considered as a class, with 
reference to the possession of the franchise, seems 
to be an identity of interests, not, of course, 
opposed to the rest of the community, but which 
affects their own welfare in a much greater degree. 
When we want to establish a further resemblance, 
we add some qualifying epithet, such as in the old 
phrases, the ' working classes,' the ' monied classes,* 
&c. If this be a true definition of the political 
use of the word ' class,' it follows that women do 
form a class, and that, therefore, whatever can be 
imiversally predicated of classes may be predicated 
of women. But the great bulk of our opponents 



2® The answer would, if possible, be even more conclusive, had Mr. 
Mill induced the House of Commons and the country to accept 
Mr. Hare's system of personal representation. 

• 'Times.' 

£ 
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are constantly reiterating that all classes of the 
community should be represented : the inevit- 
able conclusion is that women should be en- 
franchised. 

It will be observed that we have not yet de- 
manded the enfranchisement of women on the prin- 
ciples of the constitution. But we do so now. 
The origin of the British Constitution is hidden 
amidst the general obscurity of our early history, 
consequent on frequent invasions and changes 
of rulers. And, indeed, whether the Wittena 
Gemote or the Commune Concilium Begni recog- 
nised, in theory, the payment of taxes as a title to 
representation, is of little importance in connection 
with women's present claims. Of very diflferent 
significance, however, is the fact, that since the 
reign of Edward III., when the Commons was 
acknowledged as a governing body in the state, 
the principle, good or bad, of our representative 
system has been the representation of property, 
and not of persons.^^ We find that, in theory, 
certain conditions, having little or no connection 
with personal qualities, have been always taken to 
constitute a qualification for a vote; but that, in 

'^ The Universities, where the degree of Master of Arts, added to 
an annual payment of two guineas, confers a vote, form a partial 
exception. 
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practice, these conditions have been entirely ignored 
in all those cases, and only in those cases, when 
they vest the voting power in the person of a 
woman. The consequence has been, and still is, 
that the direct political influence of property, 
whether in houses or lands, is often held in abey- 
ance, and solely because the owner or tenant, 
who, under all circumstances, has to pay every 
demand on the lands or tenements, happens to be 
a woman. 

Such is the anomaly, so completely at variance 
with the principles of the constitution, which keeps 
women from the enjoyment of political rights or 
privileges. If it is either just or expedient to 
continue the exclusion, reasons must be adduced 
in its justification; for when the injustice has 
been pointed out, and its destruction demanded, 
the oniLS probandi lies with those who would per- 
petuate it. Taxation and representation may not 
now be co-extensive, even in the case of men; 
but the principle of our representative system, 
whatever it is, should be applied equally to both 
sexes.^^ 

'* 'And it is not only the general principles of justice that are in- 
fringed; or at least set aside, by the exclusion of women, merely aa 
women, from any share in the representation ; that exclusion is also 
repugnant to the particular principles of the British Constitution. It 
violates one of the oldest of our constitutional maxims — a doctrine 

£2 
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To recapitulate. We have tried to .establish — 

First, that the only ground which could plausibly 
be urged for an assumption of exclusive power by 
man would be the benefit of woman herself. 

Secondly, that this proposition, if established, is 
not sufficient justification without her free and full 
consent. 

Thirdly, that the three grounds on which her 
political dependence could alone be defended — 
her past and present condition, her inferiority of 
intellect in a degree greater than that between 
the worst and the best of the present electors, and 
her similar inferiority in morality — are completely 
opposed to facts. 

Fourthly, that the universal law of self-interest, 
which has had such an extraordinary illustration in 
the history of English legislation, renders her en- 
franchisement an absolute necessity whenever jus- 
tice and expediency have their legitimate influence. 

And, fifthly, that the equality of woman is re- 
quired by the principles of the constitution. 

And now, having gone to what we consider 

dear to reformers, and theoretically acknowledged by most conserva- 
tives — that taxation and representation should be co-extensive. Do 
not women pay taxes ? Does not every woman who is iuijutns con- 
tribute exactly as much to the revenue as a man who has the same 
electoral qualification ? If a stake in the country means anything, 
the owner of freehold or leasehold property has the same stake, 
whether it is owned by a man or a woman.' — Mr. Mill: speech tw the 
House of Comjnons, May 20, 1867, 
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the root of the subject, which is whether one half 
of the human race has a particle of right to hold 
the other half in a state of forced subjection, and 
having answered many incidental objections, we 
come to consider those which remain, or rather the 
chief of those which have come under our notice. 

The three objections which Mrs. Mill truly says 
are generally urged with the greatest confidence, 
and which we Avill not curtail, either in Mrs. Mill's 
statement or in her replies, are these : — 

'First, the incompatibility of active life with 
maternity and with the cares of a household ; 
secondly, its alleged hardening efifect on the cha- 
racter; and, thirdly, the inexpediency of making 
an addition to the already excessive pressure of 
competition in every kind of professional or lucra- 
tive emplo3'ment. 

' The first, the maternity argument, is usually 
laid most stress upon ; although, it needs hardly 
be said, this reason, if it be one, can apply only to 
mothers. It is neither necessary nor just to make 
imperative on women that they shall be either 
mothers or nothing ; or that if they have been 
mothers once, they shall be nothing else during 
the whole remainder of their lives. Neither 
women nor men need any law to exclude them 
from an occupation, if they have undertaken 



54 THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 

another which is incompatible with it. No one 
proposes to exclude the male sex from parliament 
because a man may be a soldier or sailor in active 
service, or a merchant whose business requires all 
his time and energies. Nine-tenths of the occu- 
pations of men exclude them de facto from public 
life as effectually as if they were excluded by 
law; but that is no reason for making laws to 
exclude even the nine-tenths, much less the re- 
maining tenth. The reason of the case is the 
same for woman as for man. There is no occasion 
to make provision by law that a woman shall not 
carry on the active details of a household, or of 
the education of children, and at the same time 
practise a profession, or be elected to parliament. 
Where incompatibility is real, it will take care of 
itself; but there is gross injustice in making the 
incompatibility a pretence for the exclusion of 
those in whose case it does not exist. And these, 
if they were free to choose, would be a very large 
proportion. The maternity argument deserts its 
supporters in the case of single women, a large 
and increasing class of the population ; a fact 
which, it is not irrelevant to remark, by tending 
to diminish the excessive competition of numbers, 
is calculated to assist greatly the prosperity of all. 
There is no inherent reason or necessity that all 
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women should voluntarily choose to devote their 
lives to one animal function and its consequences. 
Numbers of women are wives and mothers only 
because there is no other career open to them, no 
other occupation for their feelings or their activities. 
Every improvement in their education, and enlarge- 
ment of their faculties, everything which renders 
them more qualified for any other mode of life, in- 
creases the number of those to whom it is an injury 
and an oppression to be denied the choice. To say 
that women must be excluded from active life be- 
cause maternity disqualifies them for it, is in fact to 
say that every other career should be forbidden 
them in order that maternity may be their only 
resource. 

' But, secondly, it is urged that to give the same 
freedom of occupation to women as to men would 
be an injurious addition to the crowd of competitors 
by whom the avenues to almost all kinds of employ- 
ment are choked up, and its remuneration depressed. 
This argument, it is to be observed, does not reach 
the political question. It gives no excuse for with* 
holding from women the rights of citizenship. 
The sufirage, the jury-box, admission to the legis- 
lature and to office, it does not touch. It bears 
only on the industrial branch of the subject. 
Allowing it, then, in an economical point of view. 



56 THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 

its full force ; assuming that to lay open to women 
the employments now monopolised by men would 
tend, like the breaking-down of other monopolies, 
to lower the rate of remuneration in those employ- 
ments ; let us consider what is the amount of this 
evil consequence, and what the compensation for it. 
The worst ever asserted, much worse than is at all 
likely to be realised, is that, if women competed 
with men, a man and a woman could not together 
earn more than is now earned by the man alone. 
Let us make this supposition, the most unfavour- 
able supposition possible ; the joint income of the 
two would be the same as before, while the woman 
would be raised from the position of a servant to 
that of a partner. Even if every woman, as matters 
now stand, had a claim on some man for support, 
how infinitely preferable is it that part of the incoihe 
should be of the woman's earning, even if the 
aggregate sura were but little increased by it, 
rather than that she should be compelled to stand 
aside in order that men may be the sole earners, 
and the sole dispensers of what is earned. Even 
under the present laws respecting the property of 
women, a woman who contributes materially to the 
support of the family cannot be treated in the same 
contemptuously tyrannical manner as one who, 
liowever she ma}^ toil as a domestic drudge, is a 
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dependant on the man for subsistence.* As for 
the depression of wages by increase of competition, 
remedies will be found for it in time. Palliatives 
might be applied immediately ; for instance, a more 
rigid exclusion of children from industrial employ- 
ment, during the years in which they ought to be 
working only to strengthen their bodies and minds 
for after-life. Children are necessarily dependent, 
and under the power of others ; and their labour, 
being not for themselves, but for the gain of their 
parents, is a proper subject for legislative regulation. 
With respect to the future, we neither believe that 
improvident multiplication, and the consequent 
excessive difficulty of gaining a subsistence, will 
always continue, nor that the division of mankind 
into capitalists and hired labourers, and the regula- 
tion of the reward of labourers mainly by demand 
and supply, will be for ever, or even much longer, 
the rule of the world. But so long as competition 
is the general law of human life, it is tyranny to 
shut out one half of the competitors. All who 

• * The truly horrible effect of the present state of the law amonpr 
the lowest of the working population, is exhibited in those cases of 
hideous maltreatment of their wives by working-men, with which 
every newspaper, every police report teems. Wretches unfit to have 
the smallest authority over any living being, have a helpless woman 
for their household slave. These excesses could not exist if women 
both earned and had the right to possess a part of the income of the 
family.' 
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have attained the age of self-government have an 
equal claim to be permitted to sell whatever kind 
of useful labour they are capable of, for the price 
it will bring. 

' The third objection to the admission of women 
to political or professional life, its alleged harden- 
ing tendency, belongs to an age now past, and is 
scarcely to be comprehended by people of the 
present time. There are still, however, persons 
who say that the world and its avocations render 
men selfish and unfeeling; that the struggles, 
rivalries, and collisions of business and of politics 
make them harsh and unamiable ; that if half the 
species must unavoidably be given up to these 
things, it is the more necessary that the other half 
should be kept free from them ; that to preserve 
Women from the bad influences of the world is thfe 
only chance of preventing men from being wholly 
given up to them. 

' There would have been plausibility in this 
argument when the world was still in the age of 
violence, when life was full of physical conflict, 
and every man had to redress his injuries or those 
of others by the sword or by the strength of his 
arm. Women, like priests, by being exempted from 
such responsibilities, and from some part of the 
accompanying dangers, may have been enabled to 
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exercise a beneficial influence. But in the present 
condition of human life we do not know where 
those hardening influences are to be found, to 
which men are subject and from which women are 
at present exempt. Individuals nowadays are 
seldom called upon to fight hand-to-hand, even 
with peaceful weapons; personal enmities and 
rivalries count for little in worldly transactions; 
the general pressure of circumstances, not the 
adverse will of individuals, is the obstacle men 
now have to make head against. That pressure, 
when excessive, breaks the spirits, cramps and 
sours the feelings, not less of women than of men, 
since they sufffer certainly not less from its evils. 
There are still quarrels and dislikes, but the 
sources of them are changed. The feudal chief 
once found his bitterest enemy in his powerful 
neighbour, the minister or courtier in his rival for 
[)lace ; but opposition of interest in active life, as 
a cause of personal animosity, is out of date ; 
the enmities of the present day arise not from 
great things but small — from what people say of 
one another, more than from what they do ; and if 
there are hatred, malice, and all uncharitableness, 
they are to be found among women fully as much 
as among men. In the present state of civilisa- 
tion, the notion of guarding women from the 
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hardening influences of the world, could only be 
realised by secluding thena from society alto- 
gether. The common duties of common life, as at 
present constituted, are incompatible with any other 
softness in women than weakness. Surely weak 
minds in weak bodies must ere long cease to be 
even supposed to be either attractive or amiable.' 

It is diflScult to add to these observations. 
Such statements as that the possession of the fran- 
chise would tend to harden the character and de- 
moralise the mind might of course be multiplied 
ad infinitum. People might insist that the act of 
voting would shorten their lives, or give their 
noses a deep-blue tinge, or produce some other 
horrible effect. But it will require something 
more than dogmatic assertion or mere empty de- 
clamation to prove that what is generally admitted 
to have a humanising effect on man, to render him 
less wrapt up in his own affairs, and to enlarge the 
circle of his sympathies, will have a precisely op- 
posite effect on woman. Besides, recent election 
disclosures show that woman at present feels the 
demoralising part of local and party conflicts, while 
the liigher and more ennobling influences are 
denied her. 

The economic part of Mrs. Mill's argument, 
touching the alleged injurious effect of adding to 
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the pressure of competition, seems to be capable of 
still stronger statement; for the opening of all 
employments to women would not tend, per se^ to 
increase population. But if the number of workers 
is increased, and not the number of sharers, there 
must be a larger amount of produce to distribute 
among the same number of persons, and conse- 
quently a considerable economic gain to the nation; 
results which are inevitable unless, by admitting 
woman's labour, man's would become less pro- 
ductive, or woman's — more startling assertion 
still — would be entirely without return. {Vide 
Appendix B.) 

The maternity argument touches the question, 
what is the proper sphere of woman? which is 
not the inquiry before us. We have only to con- 
sider whether man has a right to assume, directly 
by seizing all political power, and indirectly by 
getting under his control all the social laws, the 
function of determining that sphere. The mater- 
nity argument, as applied to the possession of the 
franchise, means that the duties of a mother pre- 
clude her from forming an intelligent opinion and 
giving an intelligent vote. But, obviously, this 
argument applies, if it applies at all, no less to the 
lawyer, the merchant, the clergyman, the mechanic. 
Besides, no such questions are asked in admitting 
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any other class to the franchise, and it is most 
unfair to subject woman's claims to these extra- 
gratuitous tests. 

But can it mean that the periods of confine- 
ment would sometimes interfere with the exer- 
cise of her vote? This consideration, indeed, 
may be a reason for giving her two votes; but 
surely a something which tends to diminish a 
power which should be possessed in its entirety, is 
no reason for withholding it altogether. The objec- 
tion, too, is completely met by introducing voting- 
papers. And it is instructive to notice that the 
exception taken to voting-papers is founded on 
the fear of fraud and corruption; that is to say, 
fear of the very low moral condition of those who 
exercise arbitrary power over more than one half 
of the species. 

Another objection, a very constant objection, 
to the enfranchisement of woman is that she does 
not and cannot understand politics. This opens a 
large question. But here, too, the first and obvious 
remark is that it is monstrous to require of 
woman what we do not require of other classes 
before enfranchising them. The only reply we 
have seen worthy of notice is that the same test 
could not be applied to woman as to man, because 
in the case of men the present test, though not 
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a direct political test, affords an assumption, 
verified by fact, that about 70 per cent, of the 
enfranchised possess political knowledge; while 
in the case of women it would not insure more 
than about 10 per cent.* All this is equivalent 
to saying that political knowledge must be a sine 
qud non of enfranchisement. But the political 
knowledge of the great bulk of the people of this 
country is the result, not the cause, of enfran- 
chisement. If, then, women know nothing about 
a subject which they have both the capacity and 
industry to understand, but concerning which 
they have not the power practically to apply 
those qualities ; while others who have no advan- 
tage over them, except in having that power, are 
acquainted with it ; and if this knowledge is 
found to increase when that power is bestowed, 
the conclusion is, that so long as women have no 
vote, so long will women have no political know- 
ledge, but that, give them votes, and they will ac- 
quire the knowledge. The phrase, too, has a very 



* The following is the original statement, which appeared in an 
able article in the Spectatoi' : — * The possession of a house of a given 
rental is not like a political examination ; it is not a proof of poli- 
tical capacity, but only, in the case of perhaps 60 or 70 per cent, of 
ordinary householders, Sipresumption verified by fact. But if applied to 
women it would probably not be a presumption at all, for the cases 
in which it would succeed would probably be 9 or 10 per cent., 
instead of a respectable majority of the whole number.' 
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convenient generality. When applied to 69 out 
of the 70 per cent., it merely means that they 
sometimes read the daily newspapers, take a hasty 
glance at the articles and the parliamentary 
debates, and that their opinions have no deeper 
foundation than a popular or an unpopular news- 
paper. This kind of knowledge demands neither 
ability nor industry, and the truth is, that to be 
able to look after the interests of your own class — 
a subject on which few people are ignorant — or to 
choose fit representatives, does not require more 
than a very limited capacity or limited political 
knowledge.^^ The motive, however, for acquiring 
knowledge, political status, man has, but woman 
has not. 

Moreover, our opponents' argument would intro- 
duce a totally new doctrine into our electoral sys- 
tem. This would be no argument with us, but it 



•* ' Le peuple est admirable pour choisir ceux a qui il doit confier 
quelque partie de son autorit^. n n'a a se d^tenuiner que par des 
choses qu*il ne peut ignorer, et des faits qui tombent sous les sens. H 
Bait tr^s-bien qu*un bomme a 6i4 souvent a la guerre, qu'il y a eu tel 
ou tel succ^s : il eit done tres-capable d'^lire un g^n^ral. II sait qu*un 
juge est assidu, que beaucoup de gens se retirent de son tribunal con- 
tents de lui^ qu'on ne I'a pas convaincu de corruption : en voilit assez 
pour qu*il ^lise un pr^teur. n a ^t^ frapp6 de la magnificence ou des 
richesses d*un citoyen : cela suffit pour qu'il puisse choisir im 6dile. 
Toutes ces cboses sont des faits dont il s'instruit mieux dans la place 
publique qu'un monarque dans son palais. Mais saura-t-il conduire 
une affaire, connoitre les lieux, les occasions, les moments, en profiter ? 
Non, il ne le saura pas.' — Montesquieu, 
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may be with those who oppose female suffrage 
because it would effect a social revolution. The 
only personal tests which any statesman advocates 
are honesty and general intelligence. If these 
are present, he assumes that the rest will come in 
due season. Even the educational fi'anchise does 
not demand political knowledge as a test of fitness, 
though, of course, the argument in that case rests 
on different grounds. 

But it is not surprising that writers, who, without 
a single reason, begin by assuming one of the points 
in dispute, though not the point on which we are 
now at issue, and assert that politics are not woman's 
' sphere,' very frequently add that woman does not 
and cannot understand politics.^* This objection we 
should leave to fall of itself, if it did not suggest 
certain collateral issues. One is that the study of 
politics has nothing in common with any other *study. 
This is tacitly assumed when it is said that woman's 
' instinct ' is against the possession and exercise of 

** We could easily prove the very extraordinary capacity of women 
for politics. We should be vsrilling to stake the whole controversy on 
that single issue. Without going as far back as Zenobia, we might 
adduce a long list of women, who, in every age and country, have had 
a large, often a pre-eminent, influence on national progress ; and an 
influence not arising out of intrigue, but entirely from political capa- 
city. But our present object is only to prove the capacity of women for 
exercising the suflfrage. We are content, therefore, to point out the 
anomaly of her dependent position in this country, where a woman has 
parochial votes, where a woman is eligible to be Grand Constable, Grand 



66 THB SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 

the franchise.* Within certain limits, it is true 
that special faculties, or rather a special develop- 
ment of certain Acuities, are necessary to extra- 
ordinary success in some one subject; but to get a 
moderate knowledge of any subject does not require 
a peculiar turn of mind. Identical mental pro- 
cesses may be, nay, to a certain extent, must be, 
employed on all subjects, politics or cookery; and 
it is a glaring petitio principii to say that women 
would have the slightest difficulty in acquiring 
sufficient political knowledge to exercise an in- 
telligent vote. Besides, the objection all along 
assumes that political knowledge is very generally 
distributed among men, than which nothing can be 
more untrue. The theorems which are the very 



Chamberlain, Champion of England, &c. ; where a woman is the 
reigning Sovereign, and where a woman was the greatest Sovereign who 
ever sat on the English throne. A great living statesman says, * Queen 
Elizabeth is the greatest of English, perhaps of all modem. Sovereigns. 
In a period remarkable for long and sanguinary wars, she made her 
name respected abroad, without a waste of blood or treasure ; and, in 
a time of great political ferment, she maintained the most absolute au- 
thority at home, vsrithout any loss of the affections of her people. She 
obtained glory without conquest, and unlimited power vnthout odium.' 
— * The English Government and ConstUtUion : ' Earl Russell, 

* * It is a just instinct which has prevented the vast majority of 
educated ladies from claiming, immediately or prospectively, the 
fatal gift of electoral power ; and it will be an evil day for English 
homes when Parliament shall be induced to confer it upon them.' 
-^Times. 

' We may be assured that if ever there was such a thing as a sound 
prejudice, the prejudice against a franchise for women in England ifl 
a sound one.' — London Review. 
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alphabet of every one who has anything like a sound 
knowledge of the science of politics — even such a 
knowledge as a good lawyer or a good doctor has 
of his profession— are daily outraged by the paid 
writers who profess to instruct the present voters. 
The large majority of the articles in the daily and 
weekly newspapers clearly prove one thing, that 
they are written by men whose opinions on the 
philosophy of politics, or any abstruse problem in 
the whole range of political economy — trades- 
unions, strikes, population, pauperism, &c. — are 
utterly worthless. But the bulk of the people — 
the men to whom, too often, the newspaper is the 
only teacher — know even less than the majority of 
public writers, though their knowledge may not 
really be less reliable.^^ 



** The progress of political knowledge is likely to continue slow 
when leading articles are so often mere unhealthy richauffSs of the 
facts and reasonings of others. The facts are mis-stated, and the 
reasonings perverted. Nor is it conducive to political progress that 
while the speeches in Parliament of Mr. This and my Lord That 
are printed verbatim, those of Mr. Mill are cut down and printed in 
the third person. Yet this is what the ' Times * has done almost 
invariably with Mr. Mill's speeches, notably with his splendid speech 
on Keform last session, and with his recent elaborate speeches on 
Personal Representation and the Enfranchisement of Women — the 
two last subjects being those on which Mr. Mill (with the exception, 
perhaps, of Mr. Hare on one of them) is not only the greatest au- 
thority in parliament or in the country, but is the greatest authority 
living. Those who read the ' Times ' solely for its reports— and these 
are probably nearly all its educated readers, except such as regard it as 
a pretty reliable though ever-changing barometer of the political and 

F 2 
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Be this as it may, however, we repeat that it is 
most unjust to say that woman must understand 
politics before getting the franchise, because this test 
is not applied to man. As a man's faculties and 
time are limited, he devotes his attention to the 
things which directly concern him. The men best 
informed in politics are those engaged in political 
life ; the next, the middle classes, who hold the chief 
power ; the next, the enfranchised lower classes; 
and the last, the unenfranchised classes. Political 
knowledge seems to vary with political power, and 
assuming that the unenfranchised — those whom we 
now contemplate enfranchising — are, as a class, 
superior in political knowledge to women, it is 
because, first, every man is able to get a vote 
by slightly improving his position ; and, secondly, 
because he is not surrounded by persons who con- 
stantly tell him that politics are above his compre- 
hension. It is this constant reiteration of woman's 

immoral atmosphere — were not more disappointed than angered at such 
extraordinary suppressions. 

It is an easy and natural transition to say, that the key to much of 
the opposition to the enfranchisement of women, as well as to every 
other proposition which rests on ground lying out of the beaten track, 
is furnished in the following foot-note at page 183 of Mr. De Morgan's 
'Formal Logic': — 'Many minds, and almost all uneducated ones, 
can hardly retain an intermediate state. Put it to the first comer, 
what he thinks on the question, whether there be volcanoes on the 
unseen side of the moon larger than those on our side ? — the odds 
are that, though he has never thought of the question, he has a pretty 
stiff opinion in three seconds.' 
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unfitness for politics which is the most effective of 
the many specious devices by which man persuades 
woman of her inferiority. Nearly two thousand 
years ago, Cicero, and nearly three hundred years 
before him, Aristotle, treated the fitness of mer- 
chants for politics with a no less supreme contempt. 
' Affairs of the state,' quoth they, ' are for rich men, 
nobles, kings — men who do no business — not for 
merchants, farmers, mechanics ; these are too busy 
with their own affairs.^ All which is as much as to 
say, that the proper sphere of merchants, like the 
proper sphere of women, cannot include politics ! 

The training begins early. Boys learn, or rather 
they are supposed to learn, Greek, and Latin, 
and Mathematics ; but girls are told that these 
subjects are of immense difficulty and priceless 
value, though utterly beyond their capacity.* The 
girls naturally believe those whom they have been 
taught to respect, and, having no means of testing 
man's pretensions, fall into the further error of 

• * A girl of eighteen lias usually learnt all that it is possible to 
teach her : a boy of eighteen is on the very frontier of knowledge.' — 
Globe. 

* There are points beyond which the female intellect obstinately 
refuses to go. Mathematical science furnishes a good test. Some 
female students never get beyond the rule of three ; others, conquer- 
ing the mysteries of arithmetic, take to geometry, and are baffled at 
the threshold of Euclid's fifth book : and we should very much like 
to meet ths lady who understood the fundamental principle of the 
calculus. ' — Globe. 
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believing that men generally have a very fair if not 
a profound knowledge of them. The tasks, they are 
informed, which should occupy girls, should be 
neither so hard nor so important. Years roll on. The 
boys, grown into young men, ' talk politics ' furiously, 
much to the astonishment and admiration of their 
sisters. Whence comes all this knowledge, so 
ready on the tongue? Whence but out of those 
huge volumes with the funnily-shaped letters? 
The young men talk on glibly enough, but of 
politics tliey usually know about as much as they 
do of Chinese, or if they are a little above the 
average, as they do of the Latin and the Greek 
which, through no fault of theirs, but through 
another little ' custom ' of man, they have only 
touched witli the tips of their fingers. The girls, 
however, who have been carefully preserved from 
learning even the meaning of the word politics, 
believe that the one brother's adoration of the 
Constitution and Mr. Disraeli, between whom he 
seems to see some startling connection; and the 
other's vehement rants about Brutus, and Timoleon, 
and the Rights of Man, are each perfect in its kind, 
— the one the very essence of profound reasoning, 
the other of noble eloquence. 

Meanwhile the girls are brought up with the one 
idea, ' marriage,' continually dangled before their 
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minds. Their whole training is directed to fit 
them to become the wife of one of the 'nobler sex.' 
Once a wife, and 'to endeavour' — ^we quote Mrs. 
Ellis, a popular and most amiable writer of the 
school of subserviency — ' to endeavour before every 
other earthly thing, and next to the salvation of 
her soul, to obtain and keep her husband's confi^ 
dence,' (no mention being made of the correspond- 
ing duty of the husband,) is to be the end-all and 
the be-all of her life.^^ 

** These are a few of the doctrines of a school whose disciples are 
numbered by hundreds of thousands. We still quote Mrs. Ellis : — ' It 
is unquestionably the inalienable right of all men, whether ill or 
well, rich or poor, wise or foolish, to be treated with deference, and 
made much of in their own houses.' ' The love of woman appears to 
have been created solely to minister ; that of man to be ministered 
unto.' ' If his taste is for neatness and order, for the absence of 
servants, and for perfect quiet, it would be absolute cruelty to such 
a man to find his house in confusion, and to have to call in servants 
to clear this thing and the other away after his return.' ' In the case 
of a highly gifted woman, even where there is an equal or superior 
degree of talent possessed by her husband, nothing can be more 
injudicious, or more fatal to her happiness, than an exhibition even of 
the least disposition to presume upon such gifts. Let her husband 
be once subjected to a feeling of jealousy of her importance, which, 
without the strictest watchfulness, will be liable to arise, and her 
force of mind and her free agency are alike destroyed for the re- 
mainder of her life.' 

Good God ! what a picture of man's intense selfishness and egotism, 
drawn by one of his most enthusiastic devotees ! Mrs. Ellis, however, 
when she subdues feeling, and looks at the facts before her, seems to 
be almost of our opinion : — 

* Men who have been thus educated by foolish and indulgent 
mothers J who have been placed at public schools, where the influence, 
the character, and the very name of woman was a by-word for con- 
tempt ; who have been afterwards associated with sisters who were 
capricious, ignorant, and vain — such men are very unjustly blamed 
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Of course to men no such ideas are addressed. 
They however, like women, have their ' character- 
istics;' and riotousness and libertinism, provided 
always they are sown with thd' usual crop of * wild 
oats,' ai'e practically held very venial transgressions. 
If the prodigal at last condescends, (meanwhile 
assisting to keep up prostitution, vitiating his off- 
spring, and inflicting other injuries on society,) to 
choose one of the inferior sex for his wife, and, in 
return for her entire subservience to him, and for 
her valuing his life ' next to the salvation of her 
soul,' treats her kindly and keeps the marriage 
vow, he goes down to the grave with the reputa- 
tion of being a model husband, and an excellent 
man! 

The assertion, that the equality of woman is one 
man's crotchet, Mr. Mill's, is common enough, 
though there is no argument in it, unless it be 
implied in the word crotchet.* But an opinion 

for being selfish, domineering, and tyrannical to the other sex. In 
fact, hoio shotdd they he otheinoise f It is a common thing to complain 
of the selfishness of fueny bid I have often thom/hty on looking candidly at 
their e-arly liveSy and reflecting how little cultivatioti of the heart is blended 
with what is poptdarly called the heH education, the loonder shoidd he that 
men are not more selfish stilV 

So according to the testimony of a hostile witness, the present 
system, which the * Times ' believes it would be fatal to upset, neces- 
sarily produces women who are weak and subservient, and men who 
are selfish and tyrannical. 

* ' Perhaps a paradox is not absolutely condeumed by the circum- 
stance that only a single member can be found to propose or to support 
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which was held by Plato, by Voltaire, by Burke, 
Condorcet, Sydney Smith, Dugald Stewart, and 
Bentham, and which is maintained by a host of dis- 
tinguished contemporaiy men and women, cannot 
be called one man's crotchet or one man's idea/^^ 

It has been said that representation without 
taxation is unreasonable ; that since married women 
are not taxed, they are not entitled to representa- 
tion; and that if it be replied that they are taxed 
through their husbands, the answer is that they 
are also represented through their husbands. 

The assertion that married women are not 
taxed, can only mean that they do not possess 
property. Then the argument amounts to this : — 
the law made by man arbitrarily withholds from 
married women the power of possessing property : 



it. Mr. Mill has, in exotic phrase, " the courage of his opinions," in- 
cluding several opinions besides the dogma of indiscriminate suffrage.* 
— Saturday Revieio. 

'^ Pitt, Coleridge, and some European statesmen and thinkers of 
the last century, opposed universal suffrage on the ground that it ne- 
cessarily led to the enfranchisement of women. Talleyrand could not 
reconcile the exclusion of women on any abstract principles ; and M. de 
Toequeville expresses himself to the same effect. The petitions which 
have been presented to parliament for the enfranchisement of women, 
though containing many of the most eminent names in science, litera- 
ture, and art, are by no means adequate evidence either of the extent 
or character of the opinion throughout the country. 

Nor have electoral rights always and everywhere been denied to 
women. In the modern state of Victoria they were granted by an 
oversight, and afterwards withdrawn j but they have been partially, 
and we hope permanently, ceded in Auj^tria and Sweden. 
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those should not be represented who do not possess 
property : therefore, married women should not be 
represented. Thus, one act of spoliation is urged as 
a justification for another. When all human beings 
are allowed to hold property, representation with- 
out taxation may be unreasonable ; but to exclude 
married women from holding property, (all share 
in making the law being denied her,) and then, 
on the ground of that exclusion, to refuse her 
political power, is, practically, to say that two 
wrongs make a right. But, even supposing it be just 
to prevent married women from holding property, 
the premise that representation without taxation is 
unreasonable, must be rigorously demonstrated, 
not coolly assumed. Besides, if the law had been 
made to exclude men, the same argument, mutatis 
mutandis^ might be applied. This habit, among 
certain writers, of taking common phrases and 
using them in cases which their original framers 
had not in view, and which bear no resemblance 
to those which gained them, general recogni- 
tion, is a fruitful source of the most stupendous 
blunders.^^ 



'8 ' A great multitude of people are continually talking of the Law 
of Nature ; and then they go on giving you their sentiments about 
what is right, and what is wrong ; and these sentiments, you are to 
understand, are so many chapters and sections of the Law of Nature. 

^ Instead of the phrase. Law of Nature, you have sometimes Law of 
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Another objection arising in the habit just men- 
tioned, is that female suflfrage would introduce 
strife and heartburning into families. This is an 
assumption against all available experiencje. A 
vote has not this effect in the case of father and son, 
or husband and father-in-law, or husband and 
brother*in-law ; and it seems to be forgotten that 
educating woman as a being having the same 
feelings, the same virtues, the same weaknesses, and 
the same aspirations as man, will probably make her 
at least as tolerant as man, who does not, as a rule, 
coerce, or \vish to coerce, the members of his own 
family. In all propositions which are at variance 
with experience, the onvs probandi lies with the 
objectors, who must adduce something different 
from unsupported assertions. 

We have now gone through our list of objec- 
tions:^^ for the assertion that women do not 



Reason, Right Reason, Natural Justice, Natural Equity, Good Order. 
Any of them will do equally well. This latter is most used in politics 
The three last are much more tolerable than the others, because they 
do not very explicitly claim to be anything more than phrases : they 
insist but feebly upon the being looked upon as so many positive stan- 
dards of themselves, and seem content to be taken, upon occasion, for 
phrases expressive of the conformity of the thing in question to the 
proper standard, whatever that may be.' — Bentham. 

** It has been urged that if the franchise is given to woman, she 
must also be admitted to parliament. But this is a wow sequitur. 
So many new considerations are imported into the second case, that it 
is impossible to deduce the one from the other. The opponents of 
this admission, however, might plead a precedent : for the clergy of 
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demand the suflFrage, though it contains consider- 
able truth, has no weight as an objection. Mi's. 
Mill well observes : ' The vast population of Asia 
do not desire or value, probably would not accept, 
j)olitical liberty, nor the savages of the forest, civili- 
sation ; which does not prove that either of those 
things are undesirable for them, or that they will 
not at some future time enjoy it.' Obviously, 
the argument founded on the contentedness of 
women would equally apply to the women all over 



the Church of England, who have the franchise, have not the privilege 
of Hittinf^ in parliament. The ^ Contemporarv Review * shows that 
many of the objections which sound most plausible, might be brought 
against priestly enfranchisement if the privilege were now for the first 
time to be conferred : — 

^ We should be told that clergymen had no business with politics ; 
that it was their province to attend to spiritual matters ; and that 
they ought to confine themselves to their proper sphere ; that if they 
were permitted to participate in political afi*airs, it would deteriorate 
from the sanctity of their character, and be a hindrance in the dis- 
charge of their special duties ; that the passions roused by political 
contests were inconsistent with that spirit of meekness and holiness 
which we look for in preachers of the Gospel ; that if clergymen were 
allowed to vote, the next demand would be that they should sit in 
the House of Commons ; with many other objections of a similar cha- 
racter, which it does not need a veiy lively fancy to suggest, But 
all these imaginary evils are found not to exist ])ractically. Clergy- 
men are not hindered in the performance of their spiritual duties by 
their participation in political power, and it is no deterioration from 
the 8acredn(jss of their calling, to give them a voice in mundane 
afTairs. They would feel it to be unjust were they deprived of the 
riglit to hold political opinions, which would be implied by the exclu- 
sion of all persons of their class from the franchise, but they do not 
appear to regard it as any hardship that the exigencies of their special 
vocation are thought to render it expedient that they should not sit 
in the House of Commons/ 
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Africa, who are perfectly contented, though they 
are slaves; and to those of Hindostan, who mingle 
personal indecencies with law and religion.^^ 

No habit, indeed, is more easily acquired than 
that of subserviency. The fulsome and slavish 
praise which writers, particularly in the seven- 
teenth century, lavished on their patrons, the 
degrading ceremonies which waited on monarchs, 
and the tyranny which men of all ages and of all 
countries have endured, are all examples of this 
weakness of humanity. But let not acquiescence 
be too much counted on. The political dependence 
of women has been tacitly assumed, not rigorously 
demonstrated. The opinions and practices of 
our forefathers, have been handed down from 
generation to generation, rather as a creed to be 
believed, than as a proposition to be proved. In 
such cases the awakening is sudden. A few expe- 
riments of Torricelli overturned an opinion which 

'*^ ' Men must have a rare power of self-delusion, if they suppose 
that leading questions put to the ladies of their family or of their 
acquaintance will elicit their real sentiments, or will be answered 
with complete sincerity by one woman in ten thousand. No one 
is so well schooled as most women are in making a virtue of 
necessity ; it costs little to disclaim caring for what is not offered ; 
and frankness in the expression of sentiments which may be un- 
pleasing, and may be thought uncomplimentary to their nearest 
connections, is not one of the virtues which a woman's education 
tends to cultivate, and is, moreover, a virtue attended with sufficient 
risk, to induce prudent women usually to reserve its exercise for cases 
in which there is a nearer and more personal interest at stake.' — Mr. 
Mill: speech in the House of Commotis, May 20, 18C7. 
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had been held from the days of Aristotle. A 
moment, and what no man could be fomid to 
dispute, no man could be found to affirm. Signs 
of some such awakening are thickening around 
us. A man, eminent for his learning, his depth 
of thought, his contempt of ridicule, his nobleness 
of aim, his fixedness of purpose, has been returned 
to parliament ; returned while plainly avowing the 
right of women to representation. By him, on 
March 7, 18. 6, a petition signed by 1,500 ladies was 
presented to parliament.^^ On March 28 of the 
present year, Mr. Henry A. Bruce presented a 
petition signed by upwards of 3,000 persons. And 
on April 5, Mr. Mill again presented a petition, this 
time with more than 3,000 signatures. ( Firf^ Appen- 
dix C.) It is a singular fact, which bears upon the 

•* ' It may appear, at first sight, as though in proportion to the 
millions of Englishwomen who live happily under our laws, or who 
groan under all the miseries of wife-beating and other social eyils, 
without a thought of how their condition might be affected by legis- 
lation, fifteen hundred women are too small a number to be worthy of 
A moment^s consideration. But if we reflect a little on the peculiar 
position of women, and their usual ways of thinking — on their 
habitual reticence on all subjects which they are accustomed to 
consider as beyond their own sphere, their timidity and dread of 
exposing their names to public observation, their deference even to 
the most unreasonable prejudices of those who have any claim on their 
affections, their clinging to old associations, and their regaid for the 
opinion of all who are even remotely connected with them — we shaU 
see reas^^m to think that these fifteen hundred ladies, who have not 
hesitated to affix their names to a public document, and to pronounce 
a decided opinion, open to the controversy and criticism of all the 
world, must represent an extraordinarily important phase of thought/ — 
Wedminster lieview. 
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present subject, by showing how quickly strong 
feelings may take the place of indifference, that in 
the year 1830, only three petitions were presented to 
the House of Commons on the question of reform, and 
that in 1832 reform was carried to save revolution. 
That the time is approaching when a hard struggle 
will be begun for the destruction of the political 
dependence of women, we are deeply grateful to 
believe. The characteristics of the age point to 
such a consummation. The spread of education 
among both sexes, among the people, who have 
always been the lever of every great social revolu- 
tion, the rise of the cheap press, the progress of the 
arts which every day tend to lessen mere house- 
hold duties, the gradual diminution of physical 
force as a source of social and political power, 
and the levelling spirit which is abroad, and 
which needs only just guidance to scatter every 
obstacle, all move. in the same direction. And in 
enfranchising women, let us inaugurate a nobler 
era in the history of the human race. Let the 
strong no longer tyrannise over the weak ; but 
let man and woman, united by identity of interest, 
by a common nature, and a tangible respect for 
honour and religion, fight out the battle of life, 
side by side. 

Selfishness, we believe, is the root, whatever 
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nourishing tendrils there niay be, of nearly all 
the evils which complacent statesmen, availing 
themselves of high authority, declare that ' flesh 
is heir to.* We repudiate the heirship We do 
not believe that one half of mankind was bom 
to exercise unlimited power over the other half, 
nor that a fraction of the human race was bom to 
grow fat and prosper on the leanness and poverty 
of the immense mass. On the contrary, we be- 
lieve that comfort and happiness, neither of which 
can exist without self-reliance and self-respect, are 
within the reach of all, if the strong and the rich 
will relax oppressive laws, and breathe a more 
liberal spirit into future legislation. Then, and 
not till then, we shall have laws which are without 
favour and -without aflfection. Then, and not till 
then, we shall see a more equal distribution of 
happiness. Then, and not till then, we shall be 
near realising the quaint fancy of the father of 
poets, that on Jove's high throne there are two 
urns, the one of evil and the other of good, from 
which he impartially distributes ills and blessings 
to all mankind. 
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It is impossible to exaggerate the importance of this 
part of the question, {vide page 29) ; for if the enfran- 
chisement of women is the destruction of prostitution, 
an argument is adduced for a female suffrage than which 
none can be of more weight. In our use of the words 
* vicious state of society,' we had special reference to 
prostitution ; and what we have to prove is, that the 
political equality of the sexes, leading ultimately to their 
social and legal equality, would destroy the evil. 

The inquiry involves these two distinct questions : — 
First, what condition of society is incompatible with 
prostitution ; and, secondly, what changes, or measures of 
reform, will secure that condition ? 

1. The necessary and suflScient condition for the 
destruction of prostitution, and the one alone necessary 
and suflBcient, is the equal chastity of the sexes.* At 

^ We do not wish to qualify but to explain this statement. If one 
sex is more chaste than the other, prostitution is a necessity, and its 
extent will change with the amount of the excess. This is an arith- 
metical truth. The converse of the proposition, the statement in the 
text, is not of necessity true ; that is to say, it is possible to conceive a 
state of things in which the equal chastity of the two sexes would not 
destroy prostitution — just as it is possible to conceive the people of 
Brobdingnag as tall as church-steeples, and taking ten yards at every 
stride, or the inhabitants of Laputa, with their heads reclining to the 
right or to the left, bumping against every 'post, and in imminent danger 
every moment of falling over a precipice through sheer inadvertence. 
I^ut the one conception is as ideal as the other, and quite as im- 
probable. 

G 



82 APPENDIX A. 

present, putting aside the classes lowest in the social 
scale, and abandoned women, the bulk of women is 
chaste, and the bulk of men is unchaste. Hence the 
vice which flaunts in our streets. Ill-regulated passions, 
and consequent unchastity, can be affected only by the 
gradual growth of moral civilisation, which may be defined 
to be the mastery of the mind over the desires. But the 
licence and impunity from social ostracism possessed by 
the one sex, society may revoke at its pleasure.^ Why 
does it not do so ? Why does it punish in one sex an act 
which it allows to go free in the other ? Is it not because 
all power in the social and political sphere is monopolised 
by the sex which arrogates to itself an exclusive licence 
and immunity ? We pause for a reply — for any other 
explanation of the injustice under which women have 
laboured for three thousand years; laboured vnthout 
exception of colour or country, and without the respite of 
a single year. 

2. The second question, (assuming that the condition 
incompatible with prostitution is the equal chastity of the 
sexes,) is, what changes or reforms, social or political, or 
both, will secure that condition ? 

^ It has been urged that Nature, by throwing the act of child- 
bearing exclusively on woman, has stamped a distincition between the 
crime in the two sexes. But this assertion, which is neither more 
nor less than disguised Mahometanism, confounds the laws of na- 
ture with the institutions made by men. No doubt nature has thrown 
a certain amount of trouble, pain, and danger exclusively on the 
woman, though the amount, in our state of society, is very abnormal ; 
but the balance is adj usted by the maternal functions, which are also 
solely hers — functions which are a source of pleasure and of comfort 
to )ier. It is impossible to deduce from such an arrangement, that 
the shame, ruin, and support of a child, consequent on an illicit act 
mutually shared, should fall almost exclusively, as they do now, on only 
one of the parties to it, and that party the one which has to endure 
all the immediate bodily suffering. 
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Theoretically^ it has always been taught, that chastity 
is a duty no less incumbent on man than on woman. The 
ministers of all sects of the Christian religion teach — a 
teaching professedly accepted by society — that the dictates 
alike of our intellect and conscience condemn imchastity 
as a sin of equal weight in both sexes. How is it then 
that, practically, this teaching is contravened in favour 
of men ? Is it not, we again ask, because women are 
altogether shut out from any share in shaping those 
legal, and therefore those social enactments, which com- 
bine to treat the vice gently or roughly according as 
it appears in one sex or the other? We submit, that if 
one set of persons inflict an evil on another set of persons, 
— the last set being entirely in the power of the first set, 
— and if the evil-doers do not attempt to deny or justify 
the evil, then a sudden accession of power making the 
power of both sexes equal, would inevitably destroy the 
evil. The want of chastity among men is an evil to 
women. But women are completely in the power of men, 
— men who, while they admit the equality of duty in the 
tVo sexes, violate the admission in practice, and thence 
make prostitution a necessity. The conclusion is, that 
give women equal power and the evil will cease, though, 
from its age and strength, the process of cure may be the 
gradual work of generations. 

So far our argument has been rested on general grounds. 
But what specific measures of social and legal reform 
would follow the enfranchisement of women ? Well, we 
believe that fathers and mothers would become as careful 
of the chastity of their sons as of their daughters. The 
same horror of unchastity would be instilled into the minds 
of boys as of girls ; and the same practical care would be 
taken to protect both sexes. The doors of society would 
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be as closely shut to the dissolute man as to the dissolute 
woman. Mothers would as soon think of marrying their 
daughters to a rake as their sons to a wanton. Greater 
efforts would be made to reclaim those who had fallen, and 
to discover and punish common brothel-keepers, and others 
who cater more secretly for the depraved appetites of the 
idle rich. Betum to a virtuous life would be facilitated. 
Seduction under promise of marriage would be made a 
criminal offence, punishable by a long term of imprison- 
ment or penal servitude. Illegitimate children would ac- 
quire the same rights as legitimate children. They would 
be entitled, until the age of twenty-one years, to the supply 
of necessaries — ^necessaries being interpreted according to 
the means and station of the father. They would inherit, 
in case of intestacy, equally with the other children, and 
would be on an equality with them in every respect. 

It is through these and other reforms resulting from 
woman's influence^ that we anticipate the change we 
have asserted. Temptations, and liability to falling in 
both sexes, would be diminished. Men would be put 
under the influence of a higher morality. The well- 
disposed would be inspired by a deeper sense of their 
duties and responsibilities ; the vicious by a dread of either 
the social, pecuniary, or penal consequences of their 
transgressions. Women also, by the very improvement 
in men, by the expansion of their minds consequent on a 
liberal education, by an active life devoted to real work, 
would be infinitely less exposed to temptation ; while the 
opening of professions and employments to them would 
weaken, if not destroy, that arch-tempter, want. In short, 
were men equally chaste with women, prostitution, in 
anything at all approaching its present proportions, must 
cease, if only because prostitutes would starve. 
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But the only way to secure the equal chastity of the 
sexes, is by a complete change in our social and legal 
enactments, and the only way to effect this change is by 
the enfranchisement of women — two propositions which 
we have tried to establish, (or rather to indicate the lines 
of thought which will lead to their establishment,) extra 
the other propositions which form the basis of the work. 
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The economic gain, however, (vide page 59,) is not 
the only gain. Let us further illustrate this part of 
Mrs. Mill's argument. If a woman, whether from choice, 
or accident, or necessity, remains out of the married 
sphere, is it not desirable that she should have scope 
for her activity, whether of mind or body, to the end of 
her independence ? The question would probably receive 
the same distinct affirmative answer from every one. But 
the very fact of so many trades and employments and 
all the professions being closed to women, makes their 
independence almost impossible, and their activity almost 
a curse — the curse of the Ancient Mariner : 

' Water, water, everywhere. 
Nor any drop to drink ! ' 

Failing repose on the Procrustes-bed of all female intel- 
lect, a governess-ship, what field is left open to a woman 
of any education ? ^ Seek an answer in any great town. 

^ ' A young lady, Miss Garrett, from no presoure of necessity, but 
from an honourable desire to employ her activity in alleviating human 
sufFeiing, studied the medical profession. Having duly qualified her- 
self, she, with an energy and perseverance which cannot be too highly 
praised, knocked successively at all the doors through which, by law, 
access is obtained into the medical profession. Having found all other 
doors fast shut, she fortunately discovered one which had accidentally 
been left ajar. The Society of Apothecaries, it seems, had forgotten 
to shut out those who they never thought would attempt to come in, 
and through this narrow entrance this young lady found her way into 
this profession. But so objectionable did it appear to this learned 
body that women should be the medical attendants even of women, 
that the narrow wicket throujrh which Miss Garrett entered has been 
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Go to Manchester, to Liverpool, to Birmingham, to 
Bristol. Go to the metropolis of the richest nation in the 
world — the nation which also claims to be the most highly 
civilised ; go to London. There put the question to the 
thousands of governesses out of place ; to the thousands 
of seamstresses whose pallid cheeks and blistered fingers 
bear testimony alike to their poverty and their suffering ; 
to the thousands of prostitutes who tread the pavements 
of the West-end, or roll along its crowded thoroughfares 
under the temporary shelter of a brougham. Penetrate 
into the heart of the City. Put the question to the 
thousands of poor creatures who have arrived at the * last 
scene of all ; ' who, sans brougham, sans friends, saiis 
bread, and sans everything which the virtuous and the 
unvirtuous alike value, tread the dirt and filth of Shore- 
ditch and the Seven Dials to the grave. You will then 
find out — if not the field open to women — at least the ulti- 
mate sphere of a vast portion of the unfortunate creatures 
whom we educate in weakness, shut out from almost every 
profitable employment, seduce without punishment, and 
abandon under the sanction of the law.* 

It would be a sad prospect for the future of society, if 

closed after her^ and no second Miss Garrett will be allowed to pais 
through it. And this is instar omnium. No sooner do women show 
themselves capable of competing with men in any caieer, than that 
career, if it be lucrative or honourable, is closed to them. A short 
time ago, women might be Associates of the Royal Academy j but 
they were so distinguishing themselves, they were assuming so ho- 
nourable a place in their art, that this privilege also has been with- 
drawn. This is the sort of care taken of women's interests by the 
men whoso faithfully represent them!* — Mr, Mill; speech in tha 
House of Commons, May 20, 1807. 

' The subjoined statistical information, extracted from page 22 of th« 
' Seventh Annual Report of the 3Iidnight Meeting Movement for 
Fallen Women,* is a striking confirmation of these views. All tho 
assigned causes of fall may, wc believe, be dir<'ctly connecti^d with 
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such a state of things could exist — if such a preponderance 
of suffering on the part of women as now presses them 
down in every country, civiKsed or uncivilised, were pos- 
sible among a community which adjusted its social and 
national laws to affect equally both sexes. Happily, 
however, a great part of the evils which afflict mankind 
can be directly and distinctly traced to vicious institutions. 
In England, for example, we see activity, energy, per- 
severance, ability, — in short, every quality which, in 
man, secures respect, comfort, dignity, independence, — in 
women so hampered by artificial restrictions, that they are 
utterly unable to move. Strong though they be, they are 
not strong enough. The intolerance of custom, like the 
Old Man of the Sea, clings a dead-weight. The grasp 
is unrelaxing. Tighter and tighter it closes. Lower and 
lower sinks the victim, who however anxious and able to 
conquer ordinary difficulties, is unable to rise under so 
heavy a burden. 

Such is the position of woman. She is held back from 
earning her independence. The universities are closed 
to her. The professions are closed to her. And so are 
all those employments which experience has proved to be 
the most profitable. But these restrictions are unmitigated 
evils which oppress not alone single women who have no 

the present system, while several of them (especially those numbered 
1, 3, and 4) must be so connected : 
' Number of fallen women admitted to homes in 1866 . . 252 



Assigned Causes of Fall. 

1. Breach of promise of marriage 

2. Inebriety or bad company 

3. Destitution 

4. Gaiety, love of dress, &c. 

5. Depravity of employers 

6. Various causes 

7. Family severity 



76 
70 

42 
24 
11 
12 
_17 
252 
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married brother or aged father on whom to depend : 
they oppress the whole sex. 

One illustration will suflBce. So long as women, unless 
they marry, are mostly dependent, and so long as 
they are unable, unless as governesses, to even inade- 
quately provide for themselves, so long will they continue 
to marry for the sake of an establishment of some sort. 
But give scope to their energies and talents, permit 
them to become active and useful, do away with restric- 
tions, and open up to them paths to remunerative labour, 
tad there will be more marriages of the heart without 
any sacrifice of prudence. Many men who have more 
than enough to support themselves are anxious to marry. 
But they feel, without perhaps having any very clear 
notion of the circumstances under which marriage may be 
entered into with a proper regard to contingent responsi- 
bilities, that they cannot support a being who, on the 
present system, is utterly unable to assist them; and 
who, unless the natural goodness of her disposition has 
triumphed over the influence of her education, is neces- 
sarily indolent and apathetic, if not absolutely lazy. The 
case would be very different if women were accustomed 
before marriage to get their own living. Then, not only 
would habits of thrift, and industry, and perseverance be 
obtained— habits of inestimable value in every sphere, 
and not least in the married ; not only would quickness in 
adapting means to an end be the result of an education 
whose corner-stone was self-reliance; but the wives 
would be able, notwithstanding their other duties, to 
contribute their portion, if the smaller one, to the fund 
necessary to meet the common wants of husband, wife, and 
children — a true labour of love, and a noble one. 
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Since this passage was written, {vide page 76,) a pro- 
position has been made in the House of Commons, to 
extend the suffrage to women. On May 20, Mr. Mill 
brought forward his amendment. The government had 
put a specific proposition before the house, and Mr. Mill 
only sought to apply that proposition to women on pre- 
cisely the same terms as to men. He therefore proposed 
to substitute the word ^person' for the word ^man' in 
the several clauses of the reform bill. His amendment 
did not introduce the element of sex. It simply said, 
^Whatever conditions are attached to the possession of 
the franchise, leave to operate impartially and without 
interference; make no exceptions; bestow the suffrage, 
whether on man or woman, wherever those conditions 
exist which you say constitute a qualification.' 

Mr. MilPs speech was not exhaustive only perhaps 
because his subject, like aU subjects, is inexhaustible. 
Besides, though the real issue is narrow, there are so many 
mis-named corollaries, that to satisfy the demands of all 
cavillers, as distinguished from objectors, would be to bury 
the subject under a mass of irrelevant matter. None the 
less, Mr. Mill's speech may be regarded as conclusive 
under the criticism of his opponents, Mr. Karslake, Mr. 
Laing, Mr. Onslow, and Lord Galway. Indeed, we feel 
bound to admit, that the unexpectedly large minority of 
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seventy-nine, including six pairs, which supported the 
motion, was partly owing to the almost incredible weak- 
ness and silliness of the opposition speeches. Whether 
the enfranchisement of women be, as we believe, just and 
expedient, or, as the Morning Herald insists — of course 
without condescending to argue the question — abhorrent 
to all humanity except a few splenetic individuals, it is 
certain that none of the opposition speeches added a single 
fact, argument, objection, or consideration of any kind, to 
the fund of information pre^dously possessed. 

We subjoin a list of the Minority which supported Mr. 
Mill's motion; and also a list, complete we believe, of the 
Petitions presented to parliament for the enfranchisement 
of women in the course of the present session : 



AUen, W. S. 
Ainberley, Yiscoimt 
Baines, £. 
Barnes, T. 
Barrow, W. H. 
Bass, M. T. 
Bazley, T. 
Beach, W. W. B. 
Biddulph, M. 
Blake, J. A. 
Bowyer, Sir G. 
Bright, J. 
Cowen, J. 
Dalglish, R. 
Denman, lion. G. 
EyMn, R. 
Fawcett, H. 
Goldsmid, Sir R H. 
Gorst, J. E. 
Grant, A. 

Gridley, Capt. H. G. 
Hadfield, G. 
Harvey, K. B. 
Hay, Ijord J. 
Hay, Lord W. M. 
Henderson, J. 



MnroRiTT, 

Hibbert, J. T. 
Hodgkinson, G, 
Holden, L 
Hughes, T. 
Hurst, R.H. 
Jackson, W. 
Jervoise, Sir J, C. 
King, Hod. R J. L. 
Lobouchere, H. 
LongtoD, W. G. 
Leatham, W. H. 
Leferre, G. J. 8. 
Liddell, Hon. H, G. 
Lode, A. 
M*Kenna, J. N. 
M'L4iren, D« 
Maguire^ J. R 
Moore, U. 

Morgan, Hon. Major 
Morrison, W. 
CBeime, J. L. 
ODonoghue, The 
Oliphant, L. 
Onslow, G. J. H. 
Padmore, R. 
Parry, T. 



Peel, J. 
Peto, Sir S. M. 
PUtt, J. 

Pidkrd'Ufquhart, W, 
Power, Sr i, 
Fritchaid, J. 
Reatden^ JA J. 
Robotes, T. i. A. 
Ri^^bertsoo, D. 
Suni^M,J. 
Stock, O, 
Talbr/t, C. R. M. 
T«rlor, P. A, 
Witkin,RW. 
Whatman, J, 
White, J. 
Whitworth, B. 
\^jld,J. 

\^yndham, Hon. P 
Yorke, J. R 
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On March 2S, a [petition signed by 3^59 persons ; 

On the same dav, a j^etition from DumfrieSy signed by 
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On April 5, a petition si^ed by 3,161 persons ; 
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Prom ICatter to 

of T4& Ton' J 

tatidoft. By Sorau. E. Ds. 
Wah a Pn&ca aj riiiTiwii Dk ] 
P',-it*7--. 4*. WL 

Sisajs aeloctfd 

tiosa to :!« ffin^vji. j 

BoG^xa. Second Eifitain, ^-^wiLdq^ZLiL 
Beaton azid :?&ith, tlxecr ClKBn and 

CoD&itta, By t^ mil* At*fcTr Scv 

Editioc, re-Tjed sad €xSBCil«d, and aeepob- 

^taled hj ^rer::! ctksr Eflsr^ «i xcistid 

mhjeeta. Criv:! dvio. Si. "SJl 
The Zdipse of FaitlL; or, s Tlst to a 

Bdi^'oos Sceptic. Bj- ti^ amc Aotbcr. 

FJ/»fT«ith Edition. Fcp, 3iL 
Defence of the Ecl ip a e of FaiUi, hj ita 

Aathor. Third Editun. F^3a.SdL 
Selections from the 

<>f R. £. U. Grevjoo. Bj Oai 

Third EdlticfL Cnfwa9wm^la.9d. 
Fulleriana, cr the WladaBa aai Hit ef 

Tfioxaa FcLLEB,with Tmm\ oa hh life and 

Gttdua, Bj the same Author. ISnaSa^SdL 

Occasional Essays. Br Chasdos 
WuRX UoflKTSSy Author of' Talpa, or the 
Clironicles of a Clay Farm,' &c 16ao. 

Of. 6^. 

An Essay on Human Ifatme; 

ihowing the Necessity of a Divine Berela- 
tion for the Perfect Derelopment of Man's 
Capacities. By Hskby S. Boask, MJ). 
F.R.S. and G.S. 8vo. 12f. 

The Philosophy of Nature ; a Sys- 
tematic Treatise on the Causes and Laws of 
Natural Phenomena. By the same Anthos. 
8vo. 12«. 

The Secret of Hegel: hting the 

Hegelian S3'8tem in Origin, Principle, Form, 
and Matter. By James Hutchisok Stib- 
Loro. 2 vols. 8to. 28«. 

An Introduction to Mental Phi- 
losophy, on the Inductive Method. By 
J. D. MoRELL, M.A. LL.D. *8yo. 12a. 

Blementa of Fsychologyi containing the 
Analysis of the Xntellectaal Powers. By 
the same Author. Post 8to. 7s. M. 



NEW WORKS PUBLISHED BY LONGMANS and CO. 



Sight and Touch: an Attempt to 

Disprove the Received (or Berkeleian) 
Theory of Vision. By Thomas K, Abbott, 
M.A. Fellow and Tutor of Trin. Coll. Dublin. 
8vo. with 21 Woodcuts, 5». 6d. 

The Senses and the Intellect. 

By Alexander Bain, M.A. Prof, of Logic 
in the Univ. of Aberdeen. Second Edition. 
8vo. 15s, 

The Bmotions and the "WiU, by the 
same Author. 8vo. 15«. 

On tlie Study of Character, including 
an Estimate of Phrenology. By the same 
Author. 8vo. 9s, 

Time and Space: a Metaphysical 
Essay. By Shadworth H. Hodgson. 
8ve. pp. 588, price 16s, 



The Way to Best: Results f^om a 
Life-search after Religious Truth, By 
R. Taughan, D.D. Crown 8vo. 7s, 6d. 

Hours with the Mystics : a Contri- 
bution to the History of Religious Opinion. 
By Robert Alfred Vaughan, B.A. Se- 
cond Edition. 2 vols, crown 8vo. 12«. 

The Philosophy of Necessity; or, 

Natural Law as applicable to Mental, Moral, 
and Social Science. By Charles Brat. 
Second Edition. 8vo. 9s. 

The Education of the Feelinfi^s and 
Affections. By the same Author. Third 
Edition. 8vo. 35. 6cL 

On Force, its Mental and Moral Corre- 
lates. By the same Author. 8yo. os, 

Christianity and Common Sense. 

By Sir Welloughby Jones, Bart. M,A. 
Trin, Coll. Cantab. 8yo, Qs, 



Astronomy^ Meteorology, Popular Geography, ^-e. 



Outlines of Astronomy. By Sir 

J. F. W. Herschel, Bart, M.A. '■ Eighth 
Edition, revised ; with Plates and Woodcuts. 
8V0.18*. 

Arago's Popular Astronomy. 

Translated by Admiral W. H. Smyth, 
F.R.S.andR.GRANT,M.A. With 25 Plates 
and 358 Woodcuts. 2 vols. 8vo. £2 6*. 

Saturn and its System. By Rich- 
ard A. Proctor, B.A. late Scholar of St. 
John's Coll. Camb. and King's Coll. London. 
8vo. with 14 Plates, 14s. 

The Handbook of the Stars. By the 
same Author. Square fcp. 8vo. with 3 Maps, 
price 5s. 

Celestial Objects for Common 

Telescopes. By T. W. Webb, M.A.!F.R.A.S. 
With Map of the Moon, and Woodcuts. 
16mo. 7s, 

A Gteneral Dictionary of Oro- 
graphy, Descriptive, Physical, Statistical, 
and Historical ; forming a complete 
Gazetteer of the World. By A. Keith 
Johnston, F.R.S.E. 8vo. 31s. 6rf. 



Mcculloch's Dictionary, Geogra- 
phical, Statistical, and Historical, ef the 
various Countries, Places, and principal 
Natural Objects in the World. Revised 
Edition, with the Statistical Informatien 
throughout brought up to the latest returns. 
By Frederick Martin. 4 vols. 8vo. with 
coloured Maps, £4 4s. 

A Manual of Geography, Physical, 

Industrial, and Political. By W. Hughes, 
F.R.G.S. Prof, of Geog. in King's ColL and in 
Queen's Coll. Lond. With 6 Maps. Fcp. 7s, 6d. 

Hawaii : the Past, Present, and Future 
of its Island-Kingdom : an Historical Ac- 
count of the Sandwich Islands. By Manlet 
Hopkins, Hawaiian Consul-General, &c. 
Second Edition, revised and continued; 
with Portrait, Map, and 8 other Illustra- 
tions. Post 8vo. 12s. 6d, 

Maunder's Treasury of G^gra- 

phy, Physical, Historical, Descriptive, and 
Political. Edited by W. Hughes, F.R.G.S. 
With 7 Maps and 16 Plates. Fcp. 10s. Bd, 

Physical Geography for Schools 

and General Readers. By M. F. Maurt, 
LL.D. Fcp. with 2 Charts, 2s. 6d, 



Natural History and Popular Science. 



The Elements of Physics or 

Natural Philosophy. By Neil Arnott, 
M.D. F.RS. Physician Extraordinary to 
the Queen. Sixth Edition, rewritten and 
completed. 2 Parti, 8vo. 21s. 



Volcanos, the Character of their 
Phenomena, their Share in the Structure 
and Composition of the Surface of the Globe, 
&c. By G. PouLETT ScROPB, M.P. F.B.S. 
Second Edition. 8vo. with Illustrations, 15s. 
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NEW WORKS PUBLISHED BY LONGMANS and CO. 



Books Classified and Desoribed. 

By Bernhard Von Gotta. An English 

Edition, by P. H. Lawrence (with English, 

German, and French Synonymes), revised 

by the Author. Post 8vo. 14«. 

•^* Lithology, or a Classified Sj-nopsis of 

the Names of Rocks and Minerals, also by 

Mr. Lawrence, adapted to the above work, 

may be had, price 6». or printed on one side 

only (interpaged blank), for use in Cabinets, 

price It. 

Sound: a Course of Six Lectures deli- 
yered at the Royal Institution of Great 
Britain. By Professor John Tyndall, 
LL.D. F.R.S. 1 vol crown 8vo. 

\_Nearly ready. 

Heat Considered as a Mode of 

Motion. By Professor John Tyndall, 
LL.D. F.R.S. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 
with Woodcuts, 12*. 6(i 

A Treatise on Electricity, in 
Theory and Practice. By A. De la Rive, 
Prof, in the Academy of Geneva. Trans- 
lated by C. V. Walker, F.R.S. 8 vols. 
8vo. with Woodcuts, £3 13«. 

The Correlation of Physical 
Forces. By W. R. Grovb, Q.C. V.P.R.S. 
Fifth Edition, revised by the Author, and 
augmented by a Discourse on Continuity. 
8vo. 

Hanualof Geology. ByS.HAUGHTON, 

M.D. F.R.S. Fellow of Trin. Coll. and Prof, 
of Geol. in the Univ. of Dublin. Second 
Edition, with 66 Woedcuts. Fcp. 7s. 6d 

A G-Tiide to Geology. By J. Phillits, 

M.A. Prof, of Geol. in the Univ. of Oxford. 
Fifth Edition. Fcp. As. 

A Glossary of Mineralogy. By 

H. W. Bristow, F.G.S. of the Geological 
Survey of Great Britain. With 486 Figures. 
Crown Svo. 12». 

The Elements: an Investigation of 
the Forces which determine the Position 
and Movements of the Ocean and Atmo- 
sphere. By William Leighton Jordan. 
Vol. I. royal Svo. with 13 maps, price 8*. 

Phillips's Elementary Introduc- 
tion to Mineralogy, re-edited hy H. J. 
Brooke, F.R.S. and W. H. Miller, F.G.S. 
Post Svo. with Woodcuts, ISs. 

Van Der Hoeven's Handbook of 

Zoology. Translated from the Secend 
Dutch Edition by the Rev. W. Clabk, 
M.D. F.R.S. 2 vols. Svo. with 24 Plates of 
FfgiirM,60«. 



The Comparative Anatomy and 

Physiology of the Vertebrate Animals. By 
Richard Owkk, F.R.S. D.C.L. 3 toU. 
Svo. with upwards of 1,200 Woodcuts, 
Vols. I. and II. price 21s. each, now ready. 
Vol. III. in the Spring. 

The First Man and His Place in 

Creation, considered on the Principles of 
Common Sense from a Christian Point of 
View; with an Appendix on the Negro. 
By George Moore» M.D. M.R.C.P.L. &c 
Post Svo. S». 6d. 

The Lake Dwellings of Switzer- 
land and other Parts of Europe. By Dr. F. 
Keller, President of the Antiquarian Asso- 
ciation of Zurich. Translated and arranged 
by J. E. Lee, F.S.A. F.G.S. Author of 
*Isca Silurum.* With several Woodcuts 
and nearly 100 Plates of Figures. Royal 
Svo. 3U. Qd. 

Homes without Hands: a Descrip- 
tion of the Habitations of Animals, classed 
according to their Principle of Construction. 
By Rev. J.G.Wood, M.A. F.L.S. With 
about 140 Vignettes on Wood (20 full size 
of page). Second Edition. Svo. 21s. 

The Harmonies of 19'atare and 
Unity of Creation. By Dr. G. Habtwio, 
Svo. with numerous Illustrations, IS*. 

Tlie Sea and its Living "Wonders. By 
the same Author. Third Edition, enlarged. 
Svo. with many Illustrations, 21«. 

Tlie Tropical World. By the same Author. 
With 8 Chromoxylographs and 172 Wood- 
cuts. Svo. 21«. 

Manual of Corals and Sea Jellies. 

By J. R. Greene, B.A. Edited by J. A. 
Galbraith, M.A. and S. Haughton, MJ). 
Fcp. with 39 Woodcuts, 6*. 

Manual of Sponges and Animaloulo ; 
with a Greneral Introduction on the Princi- 
ples of Zoology. By the same Author «nd 
Editors. Fcp. with 16 Woodcuts, 2«. 

Manual of the Metalloids. By J. Apjorar, 
M.D. F.R.S. and the same Editors. 2iid 
Edition. Fcp. with 3S Woodcuts, 7«. 6dL 

Sketches of the. Natural History 

of Ceylon. By Sir J. Embbsok Tennbht, 
K.C.S. LL.D. With S2 Wood Engravings. 
Post Svo. 12«. 6d. 

Ceylon. By the same Author. 6th Edition; 
with Maps, &c. and 90 Wood Engravings. 
2 vols. Svo. £2 10«. 

The 'Wild, Elephant, its Structure and 
Habits, with the Method of Taking and 
Training it in Ceylon. By the same 
Author. Fcp. Svo. with Illustrations. 



^E\V WORKS PUBLISHED BY LONGMANS and CO. 



A Familiar History of Birds. 

By E. Stanley, D.D. late Lord Bishop of 
Norwich. Fcp. with Woodcuts, 3«. 6A 

Kirby and Spence's Introductioii 

to Entomology, or Elements of the Natural 
History of Insects. Crown 8vo. 5s, 

Maiinder's Treasury of Nattiral 

History, or Popular Dictionary of Zoology. 
Revised and corrected hy T. S. Cobbold, 
MJ). Fcp. with 900 Woodcuts, 10«. 

The Elements of Botany for 

Families and Schools. Tenth Edition, re- 
vised by Thomas Moore, F.L.S. Fcp 
with 154 Woodcuts, 2« GA 

The Treasury of Botany, or 

Popular Dictionary of the Vegetable King- 
dom ; with which is incorporated a Glos- 
sary of Botanical Terms. Edited by 
J. LiNDLEY, F.R.S. and T. Moobe, F.L.S. 
assisted by eminent Contributors. Pp. 
1,274, with 274 Woodcuts and 20 Steel 
Plates. 2 Parts, fcp. 20<. 

The British Flora ; comprising the 
Phsenogamous or Flowering Plants and the 
Ferns. By Sir W. J. Hooker, K.H. and 
6. A. Walker- Abnott, LL.D. 12mo. 
with 12 Plates, lis, or coloured, 21«. 

The Bose Amateur's Guide. By 

Thomas Rivers. New Edition. Fcp. 4». 

The Indoor Gardener. By Miss 
Maling. Fcp. with Frontispiece, 6«. 



Loudon'sEncyolopsedia of Plants; 

comprising the Specific Character, Descrip- 
tion, Culture, History, &c. of all the Plants 
found in Great Britain. With upwards of 
12,000 Woodcuts. 8vo. 42«. 

Iioudon's Bncyclopsedia of Trees and 
Shrubs; containing the Hardy Trees and 
Shrubs of Great Britain scientifically and 
popularly described. With 2,000 Woodcuts. 
8vo. 50«, 

Bryologia Britannica ; containing 

the Mosses of Great Britain and ^Ireland, 
arranged and described. By W. Wilson. 
8yo. with 61 Plates, 42s. or coloured, £4 is, 

Maunder's Scientiflo and Lite- 

raiy Treasury ; a Popular Encycloptedia of 
Science, Literature, and Art New Edition, 
thoroughly revised and in great part re- 
written, with above 1,000 new articles, by 
J. Y. Johnson, Corr. M.Z.S. Fcp. 10«. 6d. 

A Dictionary of Science, Litera- 
ture, and Art. Fourth Edition, re- edited 
by the late W. T. Bbandk (the Author) 
and George W. Cox, M. A. 3 vols, medium 
8vo. price 63«. cloth. 

Essays on Scientific and other 
subjects, contributed to Reviews. By Sir H. 
Holland, Bart. M.D. Second Edition. 
8vo. 14«. 

Essays from the Edinburgh and 

Quarterly Reviews ; with Addresses antl 
other Pieces. By Sir J. F. W. Hebschel, 
Bart. M.A. 8vo. 18». 



Chemistry^ Medicine^ Surgery^ and the Allied Sciences, 



A Dictionary of Chemistry and 

the Allied Branches of other Sciences. By 
Henry Watts, F.C.S. assisted by eminent 
Contributors. 5 vols, medium 8vo. in 
course of publication in Parts. Vol. I. 
31s. 6rf. Vol. II. 26«. Vol. III. 31$. 6rf. 
and Vol. IV. 24». are now ready. 

A Handbook of Volumetrioal 
Analysis. By Robert H. Scott, M*A.. 
T.C.D. PostSvo. 4s.6d 

Elements of Chemistry, Theore- 
tical and Practical. By Willlam A. 
Miller. M.D. LL.D. F.R.S. F.G.S. Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry, King's College, London. 
3 vols. 8vo. £2 13«. Part I. CnBanoAL 
Physics, Third Edition, 12*. Part II. 
Inorganic- Chemistry, 21«. Fart IH. 
Organic Chemistry, Third Edition, 24«. 



A Manual of Chemistry, De- 
scriptive and Theoretical. By Williaai 
Odling, M.B. F.R.S. Part I. 8vo. 9«. 



A Course of Practical Clieinistry, for the 
use of Medical Students. By the same 
Author. Second Edition, with 70 new 
Woodcuts. Crown 8vo. Is. 6d, 

I«ectures on ATiimal Chemistry Delivered 
at the Royal College of Physicians in 1865. 
By the same Author. Crown 8vo. 4s. 6dL 

The Toxicologist's Guide: a New 

Manual on Poisons, giving the Best Methods 
to be pursued for the Detection of Poisons, 
By J.HoRSLEY, F.C.S. Analytical Chemiat. 
Post 8vo. 8». 6d. 
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NEW WORKS PUBUBHSD bt LONGMANS and 00. 



The Diagnosis and Treatment of 

the DiseaMS of Women; including the 
Diagnosis of Pregnancj. By Grailt 
Hewitt, M.D. &c. New Edition, with 
Woodcut Illustrations, in the press. 

Lectures on the Diseases of In- 
fancy and Childhood. By Chables West, 
M.D. &c. 5th Edition, revised and enlarged. 
8vo. 16«. 

Exposition of the Signs and 

Symptoms of Pregnancy : with other Papers 
on subjects connected with Midwifery. By 
W. F. Montgomery, M^. M.D. M.R.IA. 
8yo. with Illustrations, 25s. 

A System of Surgery, Theoretical 

and Practical, in Treatises by Various 
Authors. Edited by T. Holmes, M.A. 
Cantab. Assistant-Surgeon to St. George's 
Hospital. 4 vols. 8vo. £i 13s. 
VoL I. General Pathology, 21#. 
' Vol. H. Iiooal Injuries : Gun-shot "Wounds, 
Injuries of the Head, Back, Face, Neck, 
Chest, Abdomen, Pelris, of the Upper and 
Lower Extremities, and Diseases of the 
Eye. 2U 

VoL HI. Operative Surgery. Diseases 
of the Organs of Circulation, Locomotion, 
&c 2I«. 

* VoL IV. Diseases of the Organs of 
Digestion, of the Genito- Urinary System, 
and of the Breast, Thyroid Gland, and Skin ; 
with Appendix and General Index. 30«. 

Iieotures on the Principles and 

Practice of Physic. By Thomas Watson, 
M.D. Physician-Extraordinary to the 
Queen. Fourth Edition. 2 vols. 8vo. Bis, 

Lectures on Surgical Pathology. 

By J. Paget, F.R.S. Surgeon-Extraordinary 
to the Queen. Edited by W. Turwsb, M.B. 
8vo. with 117 Woodcuts, 21s. 

A Treatise on the Continued 

Fevers of Great Britain. By C. Murchison, 
M.D. Senior Physician to the London Fever 
Hoi^ital. 8vo. with coloured Plates, 18«. 

Anatomy, Desoriptive and Sur- 
gical. By Henry Gray, F.R.S. With 
410 Wood Engravings from I>iseecti<»U9i 
Fourth Edition, by T.Holmes, M. A Cantob. 
Royal 8vo. 285. 

The Cydopsedia of Anatomy and 

Physiology. Edited by the late R. B. Todd, 
M.D. F.R.S. Assisted by nearly all the 
most eminent cultivators of Physiological 
Science of the present age, 5 vols. 8vo. 
with 2,853 Woodcuts, £6 6s. 



Physiological Anatomy and Phy- 
siology of Man. By the late R. B. Todd, 
M.D. F.R.S. and W. Bowman, F.R.S. of 
King's College. With numerous lUoatra- 
tiona. Vol. IL 8vo. 25m, 

Vol. I. New Edition by Dr. Lionel S. 
Bealb, F.R.S. in course of publication; 
Part T. with 8 Plates, 7s. 6A 

Histological Demonstrations; a 

Guide to the Microscopical Examination of 
the Animal Tissues in Health and Disease, 
for the use of the Medical and Veterinary 
Professions. By G. Harley, M.D. F.R.S. 
Prof, in Univ. Coll. London ; and G. T. 
Brown, M.R.C.V.S. Professor of Veteri- 
nary Medicine, and one of the Inspecting 
Officers in the Cattle Plague Department 
of the Privy CounciL Post Bvo. with 223 
. Woodcuts, 12#. 

A Dictionary of Practical Medi- 
cine. By J. Copland, M.D. F.R.S. 
Abridged from the larger work by the 
Author, assisted by J. C. Copland, M.R.CS. 
and throughout brooght down to th« pre- 
sent state of Medical Science. Pp. 1,560, 
in 8vo. price 86«. 

The Works of Sir B. C. Brodie, 

Bart, collected and arranged by Charles 
Hawkins, F.RC.S.E. 8 vota. Svo. with 
Medallion and Facsimile, 48f. 

Autobiography of Sir B. G. Brodie, 

Bart, printed from the Author's materials 
left in MS. Second Edition. Fcp. 4*. Bd. 

A Manual of Materia Medica 

and Therapeutics, abridged from Dr. 
Pereira's ElemenU by F. J. Farrb, M.D. 
assisted by R. Bentlbt, M.R.C.S. and by 
R. Wakington, F.R.S. 1 voL 8vo. with 
90 Woodcuts, 21». 
Dr. Fereira's Blementa of Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics, Third Edition, by 
A. S. Taylor, M.D. and G. O. Rem, M J). 
8 vols. 8vo. with Woodcuts, £3 16s. 

Thomson's Conspectus of the 

British Pharmacopoeia. Twenty-fourth 
Edition, corrected and made conformable 
throughout to the New Pharmacepesia of 
the General Council of Medical Education. 
By E. Lloyd Birkett, M.D. 18mo. 5s. 6<t 

Manual of the Bomestio Pr actiee 

of Medicine. By W. B. Kesteven, 
F.R.C.S.E. Second Edition, thoroughly 
revised, with Additions. Fcp. 6s, 

Sea-Air and Sea-Bathing fbr 

Children and Invalid/^ Rv Wiujam 
Strange, M.D. Fcp. 8a. 



NEW WORKS PVBLI8HJU> bt LONGMANS and CO. 



II 



The Bestoration of Health; or, 

the Applicatioii of the Laws of Hygiene to 
the Becovery of Health : a Ifanual for the 
Invalid, and a Gaide in the Sick Room, 
J^ W. Stbakgi^ M J>. Fcp. 6«. 



Manual for the Classifleation, 

Training, and Education of the Feeble- 
ICinded, Imbecile, and Idiotic. By P. 
Martin Duncan, M.6. and William 
Millard. Crown 8yo. fin.] 



The Fine Arts, and Elustrated Editions. 



The Lifb of Man Symbolised by 

the Months of the Tear in their Seasons 
and Phases; with Passages selected from 
Ancient and Modem Anthers. By Richard 
PiQOT. Accompanied by a Series of 25 
ibn-pige Illustrations and nnmerons Mar- 
ginal Devices, Decorative Initial Letters, 
and Tailpieces, engraved on Wood from 
Original Designs by John Leighton, 
F.aA. 4to.42«. 

The New Testament, illastrated with 

Wood Engravings after the Eariy Masters, 
chiefly of the Italian School Crown 4to. 
68s. cloth, gilt top ; or £5 bt, morocco. 

Lyra Gtormanica; Hyums for the 

Sundays and Chief Festivals of the Christian 
Year. Translated by Cathebinb Wink- 
worth ; 125 Illustrations on Wood drawn 
by J. Leighton, F.S.A. Fcp. 4to 21«. 

Oats' and Farlie's Moral Em- 
blems ; with Aphorisms, Adages, and Pro- 
verbs of all Nations : comprising 121 
ninstrations on Wood by J. Leighton, 
F.SJL with an appropriate Text by 
B.P100T. Imperial 8vo. dlf. 6dL 



I Shakspeare's Sentiments and 

I Similes printed in Blade and Gtold, and illn- 
minated in the Missal style by Henrt Noel 
HuifPHRETs. In massive covers, containing 
the Medallion and Cypher of Shakspearo. 
Square post 8vo. 21«. 

Half-Hour Lectures on the His- 
tory and Practice of the Fine and Orna- 
mental Artj. By W. B. Scott. Second 
Edition. Crown 8vo. with 60 Woodcut 
Illustrations, 8«. Gcf. 

The History of Our Lord, as ezem- 
plifled in Works of Art. By Mrs. Jameson 
and Lady Eastlake. Being the concluding 
Series of < Sacred and Legendary Art' 
Second Edition, with 18 Etchings and 881 
Woodcuts. 2 vols, square crown 8vo. 42f. 

Mrs. Jameson's Legends of the Saints 
and Martyrs. Fourth Edition, with 19 Etch- 
ings and 187 Woodcuts. 2 vols. 81s. M, 

Mrs. Jameson's Iiegends of the Monastio 

Orders. Third Edition, with 11 Etchings 

and 88 Woodcuts. 1 voL 2 U. 
Mrs. Jameson'sljegends of theMftdonna. 

Third Edition, with 27 Etchings and 165 

Woodcuts. 1 vol. 21«. 



Musical Publications. 



An Introduction to the Study of 

National Mucic; Comprising Researches 
into Popular Songs, Traditions, and Cus- 
toms. By Cabl Engel, Author of *The 
Music of the most Ancient Nations.* With 
Frontispiece and numerous Musical Illus- 
trations. 8vo. 16«. 

Six Iiectures on Harmony. De- 
livered at the Royal Institution of Great 
Britain befbre Easter 1867. By G. A. 
Macfarbkn. 8t«. [/» the press. 

Lectoresonthe History of Modem 

Music, delivered at the Royal Institution. 
By John Hullah. Fibst Coubsb, with 
Chronological Tables, post 8vo. 6s. 6d. 
SaooHD Coubsb, the Transition Period, 
with 26 Specimens, 8vo. 16#. 



Sacred Music for Family Use ; 

A Selection of Pieces for 0ne» Two, or more 
Voices, from the best Composers, Foreign 
and English. Edited by Joiin Hullah. 
1 vol. music folio, 21«. half bound. 

Hullah's Part Music, Sacred and 
Secular, for Soprano, Alto, Tenor, and Bass. 
New Edition, with Pianoforte Accompani- 
ments, in course of publication in Monthly 
Numbers, each number inScoie^withPiaao- 
forte Accompaniment, price Is. and in sepa- 
rate Parts (Soprano, Alto, Tenor, and Ban), 
uniform with the Score in size, butinkiger 
type, price Sd. eadi Part. Each Swiit 
(Sacred and Secular) to be completed in 12 
Numbers, forming a Tolume, in imperial 
8vo. 
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^...-%/.fi^ Views, 
p^ i:>r/*nd and the 

r^***^i5^v School With 
r '^*'i*3kf i *nd 108 Wood En- 



, SericB of 



^* 



'** ^Opwdia of Arohi- 

f* -fy Kdition, revised, with al- 



n/f* 



r^"**"*' -ild" considerable Additions, by 
^f'**J,j,.nt>BTii. With above 350 New 
H'*'*'J-rt and Diagrams on Wood by 



^^^l 



xioffl 



'5,^frr, 



and 
8vo. 



upwards of 100 other 
[Nearly ready. 



^^0iii Soulptors, their Idves, 

»^!^jSs^and Times. With 45 Etchings and 
^ l^oodcats from Original Drawings and 
rbotographs. By Charijcs C. Perkins. 
f vols. imp. 8vo. Gds. 

ifbe Grammar of Heraldry: con- 
taining a Description of all the Principal 
Charges used in Armory, the Signification 
tH Heraldic Terms, and the Rules to be 
observed in Blazoning and Marshalling. 
By John E. Cussans, Fcp. with 196 
Woodcuts, -l^. G(/. 

The Engineer's Handbook ; ex- 
plaining the Principles which should guide 
the young Engineer in the Construction of 
Machinery. By C.S. Lowndes. Post8vo.6s. 

The Elements of Mechanism. 
By T. M. GooDEVE, M.A. Prof, of Me- 
chanics at the R. M. Acad. Woolwich. 
Second Edition, with 217 Woodcuts. Post 
8vo. 6». 6d 

Tire's Dictionary of Arts, Manu- 
factures, and Mines. Re-written and en- 
larged by Robert Hi'nt, F.R.S.,'assisted by 
numerous Contributors eminent in Science 
and the Arts. With 2,000 Woodcuts. 8 vols. 
8vo. [^Nearly ready. 

Treatise on Mills and Millwork. 

By W. Fairwairn, C.E. F.R.S. With 18 

Plates and 322 Woodcuts. 2 vols. 8vo. 32«. 

XTteftil Information for Engineers. By 

the same Author. Fikst, Second, and 

Thiuo Series, with many Plates and 

Woodcuts. 3 vols, crown 8vo. 10*. 6</. each. 

The Application of Oast and TTrought 

«^ Iron to Building Purposes. By the same 

RkAnthor. Third Edition, with 6 Plates and 

^^■^Voodcnts. 8vo. 16s. 



Iron Ship Building, its History 

and Progress, as comprised in a Series of 
Experimental Researches on the Laws of 
Strain; the Strengths, Fornos, and other 
conditions of the Material; and an Inquiry 
into the Present and Prospective State of 
the Navy, including the Experimental 
Results on the Resisting Powers of Armoor 
Plates and Shot at High Velocities. By 
W. Fairbairx, C.E. F.R.S. With 4 Plates 
and 130 Woodcuts, 8vo. 18«. 

Encyclopaedia of Civil Engineer- 
ing, Historical, Theoretical, and Practical. 
By E. Crest, C.E. With above 3,000 
Woodcnts. 8vo.42«. 

The Practical Mechanic's Jour- 
nal : An Illustrated Record of Mechanical 
and Engineering Science, and Epitome of 
Patent Inventions. 4to. price Is. monthly. 

The Practical Draughtsman's 

Book of Industrial Design. By W. Joiik- 
BON, Asdoc Inst C.E. With many hundred 
Illustrations. 4to. 28<. Cd. 

The Patentee's Manual : a Treatise 

on the Law and Practice of Letters Patent 
for the use of J'atentees and Inventors. By 
J. and J. IL Joiiysow. Post Svo. It. 6d. 

The Artisan Club's Treatise on 

the Steam Engine, in its various Applica- 
tions to Mines, Mills, Steam Navigation, 
Railways, and Agriculture. By J. Bourne, 
C.E. Seventh Edition ; with 87 Plates and 
646 Woodcuts. 4to. 42f. 

A Treatise on the Screw Pro- 
peller, Screw Vessels, and Screw Engines, 
as adapted for purposes of Peace and War; 
illustrated by many Plates and Woodcuts. 
By the same Author. New and enlarged 
Edition in course of publication in 24 Parts, 
royal 4to. 25. 6cf. each. 

Catechism of the Steam Engine, 

in its various Applications to Mines, Mills, 
Steam Navigation, Railways, and Agricul- 
ture. By J. Bourne. C.K With 199 Wood- 
cuts. Fcp.9s. The J2?TRODUCTION of* Recent 
Improvements' may be had separately, with 
110 Woodcuts, price 8«. G<2. 

Handbook of the Steam Sn^rine, l)y the 
same Author, forming a Kkt to the Cate- 
chL«m of the Steam Engine, with 67 Wood- 
cnts. Fcp. 9f. 
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The Art of Perfumery ; the History 
and Theory of Odours, and the Methods of 
Extracting the Aromas of Plants. By 
Dr. PiKSSE, F.C.S. Third Edition, with 
53 Woodcuts. Crown 8vo. 10«. 6A 

Chemiealy ITatural, and Physical Magio, 
for Juveniles during the Holidays. By the 
same Author. Third Edition, enlarged 
with 38 Woodcuts. Fop. 6s. 

Talpa ; or, the Chronicles of a Clay 
Farm. By C. W. Hoskyns, Esq. With 24 
Woodcuts from Designs by G. Cruik- 
SHANK. Sixth Edition. 16mo. 5«. Qd, 

History of Windsor Great Park 
and Windsor Forest. By William Mkn- 
ziES, Resident Deputy Surveyor. With 2 
Maps and 20 Photographs. Imp. folio, £8 8«. 



Loudon's EnoyclopSBdia of Agri- 
culture: Comprising the Laying-out, Im- 
provement, and Management of Landed 
Property, and the Cultivation and Economy 
of the Productions of Agriculture. With 
1,100 Woodcuts. 8vo.31i.edL 

Loudon's Encyclopaedia of Gkurdening : 
Comprising the Theory and Practice of 
Horticulture, Floriculture, Arboriculture, 
and Landscape Gardening. With 1,000 
Woodcuts. 8vo. 81«. 6d. 

Ijoudon's Encyclopaedia of Cottage, Farm, 
and Villa Architecture and Furniture. With 
more than 2,000 Woodcuts. 8vo. 42s. 

Bayldon's Art of Valuing Bents 

and Tillages, and Claims of Tenants upon 
Quitting Farms, both at Michaelmas and 
Lady-Day. Eighth Edition, revised by 
J. C. Morton. 8vo. Ws. 6(L 



Religious and Moral Works. 



A.n Exposition of the 39 Articles, 

Historical and Doctrinal. By E. Harold 
Browne, D.D. Lord Bishop of Ely. Seventh 
Edition. 8vo. 16«. 

The Pentateuch and the Elohistio 
Psalms, in Reply to Bishop Colenso. By 
the same. Second Edition. 8vo. 2s. 

Ejxamination-Questions on Bishop 
Browne's Exposition of the Articles. By 
the Rev. J. Gorle, M.A. Fcp. 3«. 6d. 

The Acts of the Apostles ; with a 

Commentary, and Practical and Devotional 
Suggestions for Readers and S^tudents of the 
English Bible. By the Rev. F. C. Cook, 
M.A., Canon of Exeter, &c. New Edition, 
8vo. 12«. 6</. 

The Life and Epistles of St. 
Paul. By W. J. Co^iYBEARE, M.A. late 
Fellow of Trin. ColL Cantab, and J. S. 
HowsoN, D.D. Principal of Liverpool Coll. 

Library Edition, with all the Original 
Illustrations, Maps, Landscapes on Steel, 
Woodcuts, &c. 2 vols. 4to. 48». 

Intermediate Edition, with a Selection 
of Maps, Plates, and Woodcuts. 2 vols, 
square crown 8vo. 31«. Bdl 

People's Edition, revised and con- 
densed, with 46 Illustrations and Maps. 
2 vols, crown 8vo. 12». 

The Voyage and Shipwreck of 

St. Paul ; with Dissertations on the Ships 
and Navigation of the Ancients. By James 
Smith, F.R.S. Crown 8vo. Charts, 10*. 6A 



Fasti Sacri, or a Key to the 

Chronology of the New Testament ; com- 
prising an Historical Harmony of the Four 
Gospels, and Chronological Tables gene- 
rally from B.C. 70 to a.d. 70 : with a Pre- 
liminary Dissertation and other Aids. By 
Thomas Lewin, M.A. F.S. A. Imp.8vo.42s. 

' A Critical and G rammatical Com- 
mentary on St. Paul's Epistles. By C. J. 
Ellicott, D.D. Lord Bishop of Gloucester 
and Bristol. 8vo. 

Galatians, Third Edition, 85. Oc/. 

Bphesians, Third Edition, 8«. Qd. 



Pastoral Epistles, Third Edition, 10s. M, 
Fhilippians, Colossians, and Fhilemon, 

Third Edition, 10«. 6d. 
Thessalonians, Second Edition, Is. Qd. 

Historical Lectures on the Life of 

Our Lord Jesus Christ : being the Hulsean 
Lectures for 1859. By the same Author. 
Fourth Edition. 8vo. 10s. 6(f. 

The Destiny of the Creature ; and other 
Sermons preached before the University of 
Cambridge. By the same. Post 8vo. 5f« 

The Broad and the Narrow AATay; Two 
Sermons preached before the University of 
Cambridge. By the same. Crown 8to. ^. 

The Greek Testament ; with]!9'ote8| 
Grammatical and Exegetical. By the Ber. 
W. Wbbstbr, M.A. and the Rer. W. F. 
Wn^KiNsoN, M.A. 2 vols. 8vo. £2 4«. 

Vol. I. the Gospels and Acts, 20«. 

Vol. II. the Epistles and Apocalypse, 24». 
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Ber. T. H. Home's Introduotion 

U> the Critical Study and Knowledge of the 
H<dy Scripturee. Eleventh Edition, cor- 
reeted, and extended onder careful Editorial 
rerieion. With 4 Mape and 22 WoodcuU 
and FacsimilM. 4 yols. 8to. £3 18«. M. 

BsY, T. H. Home's Compendious In- 
troduction to the Study of the Bible, being 
an Analysie of the larger yrotk by the same 
Author. Re-edited by the Rev. John 
Atbe, M.A. With Maps, &c. Post 8vo. 9«. 

The Treasury of Bible Know- 
ledge; being a Dictionary of the Books, 
Persons, Places, Events, and other Matters 
of which mention is made in Holy Scrip- 
ture; intended to establish its Authority 

[ and illustrate its Contents. By Rev. 
J. Ayrk, M.A. With Maps, 15 Plates, and 
numerous Woodcuts. Fcp. 10a. 6d 

Bvery-day Scripture Difficulties 

explained and illustrated. By J. E. Pues- 
COTT, M.A. Vol. I. Matthew and Murk ; 
Vol. II. Luke and John. 2 vols. 8vo. 9*. each. 

The Pentateuch and Book of 

Joshua Critically Examined. By the Right 
Rev. J. W. CoLENso, D.D. Lord Bishop of 
Natal. People's Edition, in 1 voL crown 
8vo. 6f. or in 5 Parts, i$. each. 

The Pentateuch and Book of 

Joshua Critically Examined. By Pro£ A. 
KuEMEif, of Leyden. Translated from the 
Dutch, and edited with Notes, by the Right 
Rev. J. W. CoLENso, D.D. Bishop of Natal. 
8vo. 8f . Qd. 

The Church and the World: Essays 

on Questions of the Day. By various 
Writers. Edited by Rev. Oust Shipley, 
M.A. Second Edition, revised. 8vo. 15«. 

The Formation of Christendom. 

Pabt I. By T. W. Allies. 8vo. 12s. 

Christendom's Divisions; a Philo- 
sophical Sketch of the Divisions of the 
Christian Family in East and West. By 
Edmund S. Ffoulkes, formerly Fellow and 
Tutor of Jesus Coll. Oxford. Post 8vo. 7f . 6d. 

Christendom's DivisionSy Part II. 

Greeks and Latins, being a History of their 

Dissentions and Overtures for Peace down 

to the Reformation. By the same Author. 

[^Neurit/ ready. 

The Life of Christ, an Eclectic Gos- 
pel, from the Old and New Testaments, 
arranged on a New Principle, with Analytical 
Tables, &c. By Ciiakles De la Pry3ie, 
M.A. Revised Edition. 8vo. 5s, 



The Hidden Wisdom of Christ 

and the Key of Knowledge ; or. History of 
the Apocrypha. By Ermest Dk Bumsex. 
2 volfl. 8vo. 28f. 

The Temporal Mission of the 
Holy Ghost; or, Reason and Revelation. 
By the Most Rev. Archbishop iLajTHiKO. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. Sf. 6d, 

Essays on Religion and Idtera- 

ture. Edited by the Most Rev. Archbiahop 
Manning. 8vo. 10«. 6d, 

Essays and Beviews. By the Rev. 
W. Temple, D.D. the Rev. B. Williams, 
B.D. the Rev. B. Powell, MJL the Rey. 
H. B. Wilson, B.D. C. W. Goodwih, M.A. 
the Rev. M. Pattison, B.D. and the Rev. 
B.Jo\VBTT,M.A 12th Edition. Fcp.5«. 

Mosheim's Ecclesiastical History. 

MuKDocK and Soamks's Translation and 
Notes, re-edited by the Rev. W. Stubbs, 
M.A. 8 vols. 8vo. 45s. 

Bishop Jeremy Taylor's Entire 

Woriss: With Life by Bishop Hebkb. 
Revised and corrected by the Rev. C. P. 
Eden, 10 vols. £o 6». 

Passing Thoughts on Beligion. 

By the Author of *Amy Herbert.' New 
Edition. Fcp. 5«. 

Thoughts for the Holy 'Week, for 
Young Persons. By the same Author. 
Third Edition. Fcp. 8va 2s, 

Self-examination before Confirmation. 
By the same Author. 82mo. Is. Sd, 

Headiners for a Month Preparatory to 
Confirmation from Writers of the Early and 
English Church. By the same. Fcp. 4t. 

Beadings for Bvezy Day in I«ent, com- 
piled from the Writings of Bishop Jbrsmt 
Taylor. By the same. Fcp. 5s. 

Preparation for the Holy Communion ; 
the Devotions chiefly from the works of 
Jeremy Taylor. By the same. 82mo. 8«. 

Principles of Education drawn 

from Nature and Revelation, and Applied 
to Female Education in the Upper Classes. 
By the same. 2 vols. fcp. 12«. 6d. 

The Wife's Manual; or, Prayers, 

Thoughts, and Songs on Several Occasions 
of a Matron's Life. By the Rev. W. Cal- 
VBBT, M.A. Crown 8vo. 10#. Sd. 

Lyra Domestica ; Christian Songs for 
Domestic Edification. Translated from the 
Psaltery and Harp of C. J. P. SpmA, and 
froBi other sources, hy Rigbaiid Hassie. 
First and Secovd Series, fcpu if. 6d!. each. 
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Spiritual Songs for the Sundays 

and Holidays tbroaghout the Tear. By 
J. 8. B. MoNSKLL, LL.D. Ticar of Egham. 
Fourth Edition. Fcp. 4s, 6<2. 

The Beatitudes : Abasement before Qod : 
Sorrow. for Sin ; Meekness of Spirit ; Desire 
for Holiness ; Gentleness ; Parity of Heart ; 
the Peace - makers ; Sufferings for Christ. 
By the same. Third Edition. Fcp. 8».6</. 

Iiyra Sacra ; Hjrmns, Ancient and 
Modem, Odes, and Fragments of Sacred 
Poetry. Edited by the Rev. B. W. Savilk, 
M A. Third Edition, enlarged. Fcp. 5«. 

Iiyra G^ermanica, translated from the 
(German by Miss G. Winkwo&th. First 
Series, Hymns for the Sundays and Chief 
FestivaJs; Second Series, the Christian 
Lifia. Fcp. 3«. 6d each Seris& 

Hymns from Iiyra Germanica, l8mo. Is* 
The Chorale Book for England ; 

a complete Hymn-Book in accordance with ' 

the Services and Festivals of the Church of : 

England : the Hymns translated by Miss C. ! 

Winkworth; the Tunes arranged by Profc ' 
W. S. Bennett and Otto Goldschmidt. 

Fcp. 4to. 12«.6d I 

Congregational Edition. Fcp. 2s, 



Iiyra Euoharistioa ; Hymns and 
Verses on the Holy Communion, Ancient 
and Modem ; with other Poems. Edited by 
the Rot. Orbt Shipley, M.A. Second 
Edition. Fcp. 7«. ScL 

Iiyra Messianioa ; Hymns and Verses on 
the Life of Christ, Ancient and Modern; 
with other Poems. By the same Editor. 
Second Edition, enlarged. Fcp. 7f. 6dL 

Lyra Mystioa ; Hymns and Verses on Sacred 
Subjects, Ancient and Modern. By the 
same Editor. Fcp. 7«. Sd, 

The Catholio Doctrine of the 

Atonement; an Historical Inquiry into its 
Development in the Church : with an Intro- 
duction on the Principle of Theological 
Developments. By H. N. Oxrnhax, MJL, 
formerly Scholar of Balliol College, Oxford. 
8vo. 8«. 6dL 

From Sunday to Sunday ; an Attempt 

to consider familiarly the Weekday Lift 
and Labours of a Country Clergyman. By 
R. Gee, M.A. Fcp. 5«. 

Our Sermons: an Attempt to consider 
familiarly, but reverently, the Preacher's 
Work in the present day. By the same 
Author. Fcp. 6«. 

Faley's Moral Fhilosophy, with 
Annotations. By Richard Whatklt,D.D. 

late Archbishop of Dublin. 8vo. 7m, 



Travels^ Voyages^ (Sfc. 



loe Caves of France and Switzer- 
land ; a narrative of Subterranean Explora- 
tion. By the Rev. G. F. Brownb, M.A. 
Fellow and Assistant-Tutor of St. Catherine's 
CoU. Cambridge, M.A.C. With 11 Woodcnta. 
Square crown 8vo. 12«. 6dL 

Village Life in Switzerland. By 

Sophia D. Dsuiard. Post 8va 9«. Bd. 

How we Spent the Summer; or, 
a Voyage en Zigzag in Switzerland and 
lyrol with some Members of the Alpinb 
Club. From the Sketch-Book of one of the 
Party. Third Edition, re- drawn. InoUong 
4to. with about 800 Dlnstratianay 15s. 

Beaten Tracks; or. Pen and Pencil 
Sketches hi Italy. By the Avtborait of 
« A Yoyage en Zigzag.' With 42 Plates, 
containing aboat 200 Sketcbea tnm Draw- 
ings made on the Spot tfte. 16«. 



Map of the Chain of Mont Blano» 

from an actual Survey in 1863 — 1864. By 
A. Adams-Reillt, F.R.G.S. M.A.C. Pub- 
lished under the Authority of the Alpine 
Club. In Chromolithograpby on extra stoat 
drawing-paper 28in. x 17in. price 10s. or 
mounted on canvas in a folding case, 12f. 6dL 

Transylvania^its Products and its 
Peopls. By Charles Boner. With 5 
Maps and 43 ninstrations on Wood and in 
Chromolithograpby. 8vo. 21«. 

Explorations in South - west 

Africa, from Walvisch Bay to Lake Ngami 
and the Yictoria Falls. By Thomas Baimks^ 
F.RG.a 8vo. with Maps and Illustra- 
tions, 21«. 

VanoouTer Island and British 

Columbia ; their History, Besources, and 
Prospects. By Matthew Macfib, F.R.6.S. 
With Maps and Slnstrations. 8to. 18«. 
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History of Disoovery in our 

Australasian Ck)loiiie8, AustrJia, Tasmania, 
and New Zealand, from the Earliest Date to 
the Present Day. By Wiluam Howitt. 
With 8 Maps of the Recent Explorations 
from Official Sources. 2 vols. 8vo. 20<. 

The Capital of the Tycoon; a 

Narrative of a 3 Tears* Residence in Japan. 
By Sir Rutherford Alcock, E.C.B. 
2 vols. Svo. with numerous Illustrations, 42«. 

Florence, the New Capital of 

Italy. By C. R. Weli>. With several En- 
gravings on Wood, from Drawings by the 
Author. Post Svo. 

The Dolomite Mountains. Excur- 
sions through Tyrol, Carinthia, Carniola,and 
Friuli in 1861, 1862, and 1863. By J. 
Gilbert and G. C. Churchill, F.R.G.S. 
With numerous Illustrations. Square crown 
Svo. 21s. 

A Lady 's Totir Bound Monte Bosa; 

including Visits to the Italian Valleys. 
With Map and Illustrations. Post 8vo, lis. 

Guide to the Pyrenees, for the nse 
of Mountaineers. By Charles Packs. 
With Maps, &c. and Appendix. Fcp. 6«. 

A Guide to Spain. By H. O'Shea. 

Post Svo. with Travelling Map, 16«. 

Christopher Columbus ; his Life, 

Voyages, and Discoveries. Revised Edition, 
with 4 Woodcuts. 18mo. 2«. Sd, 

Captain James Cook; his Life, 

Voyages, and Discoveries. Revised Edition, 
with numerous Woodcuts. ISmo. 2«. 6cL 



The Alpine Guide. By John Baix, 
M.R.I.A. late President of the Alpme Club. 
Post Svo. with Maps and other Illustrations. 

G-uide to the Eastern Alps. {Just ready. 

Guide to the 'Western Alps, including 
Mont Blanc, Monte Rosa, Zermatt, &c. 
price 78, 6dL 

Guide to the Oberland and aU Switzer- 
land, excepting the Neighbourhood of 
Monte Rosa and the Great St. Bernard; 
with Lombardy and the adjoining portion 
of Tyrol. 7«.6d 

Humboldt's Travels and Disco- 
veries in South America. Third Edition, 
with numerous Woodcuts. ISmo. 2s, Gd. 

Narratives of Shipwrecks of the 

Royal Navy between 1793 and 1857, com- 
piled from Official Documents in the Ad- 
mh-altyby W. 0. S. Gilly; with a Preface 
by W. S. Gilly, D.D. 3d Edition, fcp. 5s. 

A Week at the Land's End. 

By J. T. Blight ; assisted by E. H. Rodd, 
R. Q. Couch, and J. Ralfs. With Map 
and 96 Woodcuts. Fcp. 6s, 6d. 

Visits to Bemarkable Places : 

Old Halls, Battle-Flelds, and Scenes illus- 
trative of Striking Passages in English 
History and Poetry. By William Howitt. 
2 vols, square crown 8vo. with Wood En- 
gravings, 258, 

The Bural Life of England. 

By the same Author. With Woodcuts by 
Bewick and Williams. Medium 8vo. 12«. 6d. 



Works of Fiction. 



Atherstone Priory. By L. N. Comtn. 

2 vols, post 8vo. 21«. 
Sllice : a Tale. By the same. Post Svo. 9^. 6d, 

Stories and Tales by the Author 

of * Amy Herbert,' uniform Edition, each 
Tale or Story complete in a single volume. 

Amy Herbert, 2a. Qd. 
Gertrude, 2s. Gd. 
Earl's Daughter, 

28. ed. 
Experience of Life, 

28. 6d. 
Clsve Hall, 8«. 6d 
lyoa a, Ss, 6d, 

I of the "World. By the Author 
lerbert* Fcp. Ts, 6d. 



Katharine Ashton, 

Ss. Qd. 
Margaret Pbrci- 

VAL, 6s. 

Laneton Parson- 
age, 4«. Qd, 
Ursula, 4s. 6d, 




The Six Sisters of the Valleys: 

an Historical Romance. By W, BRAUutY- 
MooRE, M.A. Incumbent of Gerrard's Cross, 
Bucks. Fourth Edition, with 14 Illustrations. 
Crown Svo. 58, 

Gallus ; or, Homan Scenes of the Time 
of Augustus : with Notes and Excursuses 
illustrative of the Manners and Customs of 
the Ancient Romans. From the German of 
Prof. Becker. New Edit. Post Svo. Is. Gd. 

Charieles ; a Tale illustrative of Private 
Life among the Ancient Greeks : with Notes 
and Excursuses. From the German of Pr«>'' 
i Becker. New Edition, Post Svo. 7*. 6dL 
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CoUeetod bj 
JoK. AnrASOV. Selected and Tnunbted 
ftea the loelandie by GteoBoa £. J. Fowxll 
and £. MAGinTsaoN. Sboosd SkbOes, 
with Notes and an Introdnctoxy Essay on 
tba OrigiA and Genius of tha Terslandic 
* Folk-Lore^ and 9 Ulutiatioiia on Wood. 
Cro'wn 9yo. 21s. 

The Warden : a Novel By Awnaa&rr 

Tbollopb, Crown 8yo. 2f. 6dL 
Bareheater Towera: a Sequel to 'The 

Warden.' By the same Author. Crown 

8yo. 3«. Gd, 

Tales firom Greek Mythok^y. 

By George W. Cox, M.A. late Scholar 

of Trin. CoIL Oxon. Second Edition. Sqoare 

16mo. 39. 6cL 
Tales of tlie Qods and Heroes. By the 

Mune Author. Second Editicm. FqxSs. 
Tales of Thebes and Arsos. Bj the same 

Author. Fcp.4s.e<t 



The Gladiators : a Tale of Bome and 
Judsea. By G. J. Whtte Hslyille. 
Crown 8yo. 5s. 

Digby Qnndt au Autobiography. By the 
same Author. 1 toL 5s. 

Kate Coventry, an Autobiography. By the 
same. 1 yoL 5j. 

General Bounce, or the Lady and the Lo- 
custs. By the same. 1 vol. 5«. 

Holmby House, a Talc of Old Northampton- 
shire. 1 ToL 5s. 

Good for ITothing, or AH Down HilL By 
the same. 1 voL ti«. 



The Queen's Maries, a Bomanoc of Holy- 
rood. By the same. 1 vol. 6s. 

The Inteipreter, a Tsle of the War. By 
the same Author. 1 toL 5s. 



Poetry and The Drama. 



Goethe's Second I^list. Translated I 

by John Ahsteb, LL.D. M.R.I.A. Begins j 

Pkofiassor of Civil Law in the University of ' 
DubUn. Post 8vo. 15s. 

Tasso's Jerusalem Delivered, 

translated into English Yene by Sir J. 
Kingston James, Rt. MJL 2 v«^ fcp. 
with Facsimile, 14s. 

Foetical Works of John Edimmd ' 

Beade ; with final Revision and Addiuuns. 
8 vols. fcp. ISs. or each voL separately, 6s. 

Moore's Poetical Works, Cheapest 

Editions complete in 1 voL incloding the 
Autobiographical Prefiu^es and Author's last | 
Notea^ which are still copyright. Crown 
8vo. ruby type, with Portrait, 6s. or 
People's Edition, in larger type^ 12s. 6dL 
Moore's Foetical "Works, as aboie^Lairsry ' 
Edition, medium 8vo. with Portrait and 
Vignette, 14s. or in 10 vols. fScp. Z9. 6d, each. 

Moore's Lalla Bookh, Tennitrl's Edi- j 

tion, with 68 Wood Engravings Hwn I 
Original Drawings and other IllustratioDS. : 
Fcp. 4to. 21s. • 

Moore's Irish Melodies, Kselise's ' 

Edition, with 161 Steel Plates from Ongfaud . 
Drawings. Soper-royal 8vo. 81s. M. j 

Miniatore Bditioa of Moor9^9 Zrfalt 
JUe&M&s, with Uadm^M lllmfUMiUma, (as 
above) ledw^ in Lithognyby* Imp, \ 
16mo. 10s. 6dL ] 

c 



Southey's Foetical Works, with 

the Author^s last Corrections and copyright 
Additions. library Edition, in 1 voL 
medium 8va with Portrait snd VigMttey 
14s. or in 10 vols. fcp. 8#. M. each, 

lAjn of Ancient Bome ; with Iwry 

andiheArmmda, By the Kight H4ML LOED 
Macajculy» 16mo. 4s. Sd, 

I«ord Macanlay's I<ays of Ancient 
Rome. With 90 Illustrations ob Weed» 
Original and from the Antique^ from 
Drawings by G. Schabf. Fcp. 4to. 2l#. 

Miniature Sditlon of Lord Macanlay^s 
Lays of Ancient Eorne, wiih Bcharf' s Il- 
lustrations (as al^ve; reduced fa Litho- 
graphy, Imp, IGmo, lOs. Od, 

Foems. By Jcajt Imoi^low, Twelfth 
E4iikftL Fcp, Hro, 6s. 

Poems by J*!ati Ingelow, A tfsw MdHUou, 
with uesriy 100 lliuHrations by Eminent 
Artistn, <;iigraved on Wood by the l^rothefM 
iJAhxihu Fcp. 4to. 21«. 

Foetical Works of Letitia Elisa- 

teth L«Ad/Mi (L,K,L.> 2 vols, 16aie. 10s. 

Flaytlme with the Foeto : a Sdec- 

tlMofthsUMii English Poetry fiw the Me 
ofCbiJdJfii* ByaLAinr. Cr^waSTalk 
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Bowdler'a Eamily Shakspeare, 

cheaper Genuine Edition, complete in 1 vol. 
Urge type, with 86 Woodcnt Illastrationfl, 
price 14ff. or, with the same Illustrations, 
In 6 pocket vole. 8«. Gd, each. 

Anmdinea Oami, sive Masamm Can- 
tabrigiensium Lusus Canori. Collegit atqne 
edidit H. Dburt. M.A. Editio Sexta, cn- 
nvit H.J. Hodgson, M.A. Crown 8to. 
price 7«. 6dL 

The JBneid ofVirgil Translated into 
English Verse. By John Conington, 
M.A. Corpus Professor ef Latin in the Uni- 
versitj of Oxford. Crown 8vo. 9». 



The mad of Homer Tranalatod 

into Blank Verse. By Ichabod Charlbs 
Wbxobt, ILA. late Fellow of Magdalen 
ColL Oz4m. 2 vols, crown Sto. 2U. 

The niad of Homer in Bngliwh 
Hexameter Verse. By J. Henrt Dabt, 
M.A. of Exeter College, Oxford ; Author 
of * The Exile of St. Helena, Newdigate, 
1888.' Square crown 8vo. price 21«. cloth. 

Dante's Divine Comedy, translated 

in English Terza Rima by John Dayman, 
M.A. [With the Italian Text, after 
SrunetH, interpaged.] 8vo. 2 Is. 



Rural Sports, ^c. 



ISnoyolopoBdia of Rural Sports ; 

' aC^plete Account, Historical, Practical, 
and Descriptive, of Hunting, Shooting, 
Fishing, Racing, &c By D. P. Blaine. 
With above 600 Woodcuts (20 from Designs 
by John Lkbch). 8va 42«. 

Hotes on Bifle Shooting. By Cap. 

tain Hbaton, Adjutant of the Third Man- 
chester Ride Volunteer Corps. Fcp. 2«. (k2. 

OoL Hawker's Instructions to 

Toong Sportsmen in all that relates to Guns 
and Shooting. Revised by the Author's Son. 
Square crown 8vo. with Illustrations. 18#. 

The Bifle, its Theory and Prac- 
tice. By Arthue Walker (79th High- 
landers), Staff, Hytheand Fleetwood Schools 
of Musketry. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 
with 126 Woodcuts, 6». 

The Dead Shot^or Sportsman's Complete 
Guide ; a Treatise on the Use of the Gun, 
Dog-breaking, Pigeon-shooting, &c. By 
Marksman. Fcp. with Plates, 6«. 

Hints on Shooting, Fishing, &c. 

both on Sea and Land and in the Fresh 
and Saltwater Lochs of Scotland. By 
C, Idle, Esq. Second Edition. Fcp. 6». * 

A Book on AngUng : being a Com- 
, plete Work on every branch of Angling 
practised in Great Britain. By Frakcis 
Francis. With numerous Explanatory 
Plates, coloured and plain, and the largest 
and most reliable List of Salmon Flies ever 
published. PostSvo. 

The Art of Pishing on the Prin- 
ciple of Avoiding Cruelty: being a brief 
Treatise on the Most Merciful Methods cf 
Capturing Fish; describing certain ap- 
oved Rules in Fishing, used during 60 
i* Practice. By the Rev. 0. Ray- 
fcB. Fcp. 8vo. 




Handbook of Angling : Teaching 
Fly-fishing, Trolling, Bottom-fiahing, Sal- 
mon-fishing; with the Natural History of 
River Fish, and the best modes of Catching 
them. By Ephemera. Fcp. Woodcnti^ fin 

The Fly -Fisher's Entomology. 

By Alfred Ronalds. \^\X\i coloured 
Representations of the Natural and Artifi- 
cial Insect. Sixth Edition; with 20 
coloured Plates. 8vo. 14«. 

The Cricket Field ; or, the History 
and the Science of the Game of Cricket By 
James Ptcroft,BJL 4th Edition. Fcp. 5s. 

The Cricket Tutor; a Treatise ezolusively 
Practical By the same. 18mo. Is. 

Cricketana. By tho same Author. With 7 
Portraits of Cricketers. Fcp. 5«. 

Yonatt on the Horse. Revised and 

enlarged by W. Watson, M.R.C. V.a 8vo. 
mth numerous Woodcuts, 12«. 6<i 

Touatt on the Dog. (By the same Author.) 
8vo. with numerous Woodcuts, 6s. 

The Horse-Trainer's and Sports- 
man's Guide: with Considerations on the 
Duties of Grooms, on Purchasing Blood 
Stock, and on Veterinary Examination^ 
By DiGBY Collins. Post 8vo. 6s. 

Blaine's Veterinary Art : a Trea- 
tise on the Anatomy, Physiology, and 
Curative Treatment of the Diseases of the 
Horse, Neat Cattle, and Sheep. Seventh 
Edition, revised and enlarged by C. Stbkl, 
M.B.C.V.8.L. 8vo. with Plates and Wood- 
cuts, 18s. 

On Drill and Mancduvres of 

Cavalry, combined with Horse Artillery. 
By Major-Gen. Michael W. Siarn, C.B. 
commanding the Poonah Division of the 
Bombay Army. 8vo. 12f. 64 
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The Horse's Eoot^andhowtokeep 

it Sound. By W. MiLBS, Eaqfc. 9th Edition, 
with lUnstntiona. Inqp.8vOil2t.6dL 

Ajnain Tre«ti«e on Hone-ahoeinflr. By 
the same Author. Post 8yo. with Illustra- 
tions, 2«.6d. 

Stables and Stable Fittings. Bj the same. 
Imp. 8vo. with 18 Plates, 18*. 

Bemarks on Horses' Teeth, addressed to 
Purchasers. By the same. Post 8vo. Is. 6d, 



The Dog in Hoalth and Diaease. 

By Stoneiiknob. With 70 Wood En- 
graving New Edition. Square crown 
8vo. 10«. 6^. 
The Greyhound. By the same Author. 
Revised Edition, with 24 Portraits of Or^- 
hounds. Square crown 8yo. 21s. 

The Ox, his Diseases and thuir Treat- 
ment ; with an Essay on Parturition in the 
Ck)w. By J. K. DoBsov, M.R.C.y.& Crown 
8vo. with Illustrations, 7s. M, 



Commerce^ Navigation^ and Mercantile Affairs. 



The Conuneroial Handbook of 

France; Famishing a detailed and compre- 
hensive account of the Trade, Manufactures, 
Industry, and Commerce of France at the 
Present Time. By Frederick Martin. 
With Maps and Plans, including a Coloured 
Map showing the Sents of the Principal 
Industries. Crown 8vo. 

Banking, Currency, and the Ex- 
changes : a Practical Treatise. Y^y Arthur 
Crump, Bank Manager, formerly of the 
Bank of England. Post 8vo. 6«. 

The Theory and Practice of 

Banking. By Uenry Dunnino Macleod, 
M.A. Barrister- at- Law. Second Edition, 
entirely remodelled. 2 vols. 8vo. 30«. 

A Dictionary, Practical, Theo- 
retical, and Historical, of Commerce and 
Commercial Navigation. By J. R. M*Cul- 
LOCH. New Edition in preparaiion. 



Practical Guide for British Ship- 
masters to United States Ports. By Pieb- 
KEPONT Edwards, Iler Britannic Majesty's 
Vice-Consul at New York. Post 8vo. 8«. 64. 

A Manual for Naval Cadets. By 

J. McNeil Botd, late Captain B.N. Third 
Edition ; with 240 Woodcuts, and 11 coloured 
Plates. Post 8vo. 12s. GcT. 

The Law of Nations Considered 

as Independent Political Communities. ^ 
Travers Twiss, D.C.L. Regius Professor 
of Civil Law in the University of Oxford. 
2 vols. 8vo. 80*. or separately, Pabt I. Peacty 
12». Part II. War, 18s. 

A Nautical Dictionary, defining 

the Technical Language relative to the 
Building and Equipment of Sailing Vessels 
and Steamers, &c By Arthur Young. 
Second Edition ; with Plates and 150 Wood- 
cuts. 8vo. 18s. 



Works of Utility and General Information. 



Modern Cookery for Private 

Families, reduced to a System of Easy 
Practice in a Series of carefuUy-tested 
Receipts. By Eliza Acton. Newly re- 
vised and enlarged ; with 8 Plates, Figures, 
and 150 Woodcuts. Fcp. 7», 6d. 

On Food and its Digestion ; an 

Introduction to Dietetics. By W. Brinton, 
M.D. Physician to St. Thomas's Hospital, 
&c. With 48 Woodcuts. Post 8vo. 12». 

Wine, the Vine, and the Cellar. 

By Thomas G. Suaw. Second Edition, 
revised and enlarged, with Frontispiece and 
81 Illustrations on Wood. 8vo. 16s. 



A Practical Treatise on Brewing.; 

with Formula for Public Brewers, and In- 
structions for Private Families. By W. 
Black. Fifth Edition. 8vo. 10*. 6A 

How to Brew Gtood Beer : a com- 
plete Guide to the Art of Brewing Ale, 
Bitter Ale, Table Ale, Brown Stout, Porter, 
and Table Beer. By John Pitt. Revised 
Edition. Fcp. 4*. 6</. 

The BiUiard Book. By CaptaU 
Crawlev, Author of 'BilUards, its Theory 
and Practice,' &c. With netrlylOO Diagrams 
CD Steel and Wood. 8vo. 218. 
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Whist. Bf IC&JOB X Tie 

Mmwnfh EMr.im, nrimtd, visa ib £^ear 
m Xhm Thmarr uf xhm MoAm SniiBt.::c 
ibrPauf.P. Fcp-SkU. 

HnzLdrod CShsv Pzoblons^ 

br F. HxAunr, iai:iQiim^ th* 
» to viiicii xhm Phaoi wm awarfwi 
bj ch« Comnifrtifi of um En» xh» Man- 
cfaMtcr, tlta Biraiig^ain. uui Ji« 3rty;l 
Cbos Prjclem 7;cnam<gia; accompanzed 
br the SoLcncss. Crowa «tq. with ?J*J 
DugraaLSr 24l 

Tli0 Cabinet Lawyer ; a PopulAr 

D ift of ll:« Lavs of Fnyand, OH*. 
Crimira.', i::vi C>^n4::taLiooaL :2:f.id Editiun, 
CBtirtiT- recoxp4i0ed. and broa^t i<nra 77 
tk» AiTTHOB u> Che doee of the Pariiuufn- 

n0 Pbiloflophy of Health ; or, aa 

F ■ ji iril i II iiirf T JiT Ph7»irliryfnl mil ff— if irr 
CbnitHinns cenluciTe to Human Loogevitr 
aid HappineaB. By Socthwood Smith. 
ILD. Eleventh EJitiua, rerimd aad es- 
lacfid; with 113 VVuudrata. 9ro. loa. 

Snts to Mothen on the Manage- 

mmal of their Health dorini^ the Pehu«i vf 
PregnaacT and in the Lyin^-tn Boom. Bj 
T. Bcu, M-D. Fcp. 5ik 

Tbm MatemAl ICanacement of Childzvn 
Ib Haalth and Disease. Br the mum 
Aathor. Fcp, $t. 



So 
Tbe Szaesfior'a Goida. By J. C 

Hrsau*. EnianrM l.atnm.reTiaodhgrthe 

Aath«r. w:::: rvjVrfsxce : y '.htf 2aeeft l epe it ad 
CaBe» ini A..'.> jf PAr-^iiai-ea:. Fcp. 6a. 
Hodscn's Flaui Dir e csio oa for '■g^v<»*|f 

The Lav relating to Benefit 

3siil/in;g 5ociet:«a; w::h PracCicai Uboer- 
Ta£:vii» jn u:v A.t and ill ueCaaes decided 
therevo. altfo a F<jni s»' Salies and Fonna of 
Mwr!^i.$«a. Bt \N'. Ti:>d Fkatt, Baxriater. 

23d Edizivn, F>:p. S«. CtiL 

C. IL Willich's Fopnlar Tables 

fvr A5Perjt..-ustc ti:^ ViJoe of LiftboM, 
LeaeehpM^ and Charrk Prupefftv, BcMwal 
fiBea» Ac; the PttMic Fnada; Aaaoal 
Arecage Price ami Interest on Goasola from 
1731 to 1«61 : Chemical* GeoflTsphkal, 
AvtrunomicaL TrigvwKsccxkal Tables^ he, 
Fosc «T0U IrJfc 

Thomeon's Tablea of Intereaty 

at Three, Fi^ur, Four and a HaU; and Fits 
par Cent , from One PmumI tsTso Thimsaai 
and frnn 1 to 3<»5 DsTSL Lbm>.8fc6dL 

ICannder's Treasury of Know- 
led^ and Librarv of Beiercnoe : comprising 
an Eniriitfh Dictioaanr and Grammar, Uni- 
rersai Gosecteer, Caaeicai Dkciosary, Chro- 
nology. Law Dictiooarr, Sjnopeia of tha 
Peeragei, osefol Table*. &c. Fcp. lOt. 6dL 
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The Stepping Stone to Knowledge: 

Containing upwanU of 700 Questions and 
Answers on Miacellaneons Subjects, adapfeil 
to the capacity of Infant Hinds. Bj a 
KoTUKB. 18mo. price Is. 

Th# Stepping Stone to Oeogpraphy: 
Contsfnteg aeversl Hundred Questions and 
Aiwweri on Geographical Subjects. ISmo. Is. 

The Siex»ping Stone to English History : 
Cowtainiog several Hundred Questions and 
ABfWMrs OD the History of England. Is. 

ne Stowing Stone to Bible Know- 
tetffit Cootaining ierend Hundred Qnes- 
SoM end Answers on the Old and New 
TartMMtttt. ISmo. Is. 

PSS Stamping Stone to Biography: I 
SMMiiff mwmtX Uoadred QoestioDs and 
•a Om Ursa of Endaest Men and 



Second Series of the Stepping 

St»Q« to Knuwle^!^t- : containing upwards 
of Eight Hundred Qaesiiona and Answers 
on Miscellaneous Subjectd not contained in 
the FiBST Series. It^mo. Is. 

The Stepping Stone to PrenohPronim- 
dation and Conrersation : ContafaiiBg sere- 
ral Hun«ired Questions and Answers. By 
Mr. P. Sadler. 18mo. Is. 

The Stepping Stone to Tingliah Glram- 
mar : containing neveral Hundred QnestioiiB 
and Answers on English Grammar. By 
Mr. P. Sadler. 18mo. Is. 

The Stepping Stone to N»tnrel History: 

YBBTKBaATB OT BaCKBOMBD AVIMAUL 

PabtL JfomaMtti; PasrlL SkiU^ B^ 
tUm^FUket, laoMK Is. eMk Part 
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Abbott on Sight and Toach 7 

Acton's Modern Cookery 19 

Alcocr*8 Residence in Japan 16 

Allibs on Formation of Christianity 14 

Alpine Guide (The) 16 

Apjoh n's Manual of the Metalloids 8 

Abaoo's Biographies of Scientific Men .... 4 

' Popular Astronomy 7 

Arnold's Manual of English Literature. ... 5 

Abnott's Elements of Physics 7 

Amndines Cami 18 

Atherstone Priory 16 

Autumn H olidays of a Country Parson .... 6 

Atbb*8 Treasury of Bible Knowledge 14 

Bacon's Essays, by Wh ately 4 

Life and Letters, by Spbodino. ... 3 

Works 4 

Bain on ttie Emotions and Will 7 

on the Senses and Intellect 7 

on the Study of Character 7 

Bainbs's Explorations in S.W. Africa .... 15 

Ball's Guide to the Central Alpa. 12 

—^Guide to the Western Alps 12 

— Guide to the Eastern Alps 16 

Barnard's Drawing from Nature 12 

Batldon's Rents and Tillages 13 

Beaten Tracks 15 

Becker's Charlcles and GctHtu 16 

Beethoven's Letters 3 

Benfky's Sanskrit-English Dictionary .... 6 

Berry's Journals s 

Black's Treatise on Brewing 19 

Black LEY and Friedlandeb's German 

and English Dirtionary 5 

Blainb's RuralSports 18 

Veterinary Art 18 

Blight's Week at the Land's End 16 

Boase's Essay on Human Nature 6 

Philosophy of Nature 6 

Boner's Transylvania is 

Booth's Epigrams 6 

Bourne on Screw Propeller 12 

Bourn b*s Catechism of the Steam Engine. . 12 

Handbook of Steam Engine .... 12 

Treatise on the Steam Engine. ... 12 

Bowdlbr's Family Shakspbarb ..«.. I8 

Boyd's Manual for Naval Cadets 19 

Bramlbt-Moore's Six Sisters of the Valleys 16 
Brande's Dictionary of Science, Literature, 

andArt 9 

Bray's (C.) Education of the Feelings 7 

Philosophy of Necessity 7 

On Force 7 

Bbinton on Food and Digestion 19 

Bbistow's Glossary of Mineralogy 8 

Bbodib's QmttltiitkMMl JBistory ' 1 



Brooik's (Sir C. B.) Works 10 

— — Autobiography 10 

Browne's Ice Caves of France andSwitaer- 

land u 

Exposition 39 Articles 18 

Pentateuch IS 

Buckle's H istory of Civilization 1 

Bull's Hintsto Mothers 20 

Maternal Management of Children.. 20 

Bunsen's Ancient Egypt 1 

Bunsbn on Apocrypha 14 

Burke's Vicissitudes of Families 4 

Burton's Christian Church s 

Cabinet Lawyer , 20 

Calvert's Wife's Manual 14 

Campaigner at Home 6 

Cats and Faklie's Moral Emblems 11 

Chorale Book for England , 16 

Clouqh's Lives frdm Plutarch 2 

CoLENso (Bishop) on .PenUteuch and Book 

of Joshua , 14 

Colli Ns's Horse Trainer's Guide 18 

Columbus's Voyages. 16 

Commonplace Philosopher in Town and 

Country 6 

Coninoton's Translation of Virgil's iBneid 18 
CoNTANSEAu'a Two Frcuch and Bngliah 

Dictionaries 5 

Con YBEARE andHowsoN's Life and Epistles 

©f St. Paul ]g 

Cook's Acts of the Apostles is 

Voyages 16 

CopLA N d's Dictionary of Practical Medicine 10 

Cox's Tales of the Great Persian War 2 

Tales from Greek Mythology 17 

Tales of the Gods and Heroes 17 

Tales of Thebes and Argos IT 

Crawley's Billiard Book 19 

Cresy's Encydopsdia of Civil Bnginearini^ 11 

Critical Essays of a Country Parson. 6 

Crowe's History of France 2 

Crump on Banking, &c 19 
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Da rt's Iliad of Homer ig 

D'AubionL's History of the fiefbrmation in 

the time of Calvin f 

Dayman's Dante's DivinaCommedla.. *.*.'.*." 18 

Dead Shot (The), by Marksman is 

De la Rive's Treatise on Electricity s 

Delm A bd's Village Life in S witzerhmd. ... is 

Db la Pry MB'sLifle of Christ 14 

De Morgan on Matter and Spirit ........ S 

Db Tocqubvillb's Demoemcy in Amoiai l 

Disbabli's Speeches on Bcibroa » s 

Dobson on the Ox |f 
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Handbook of Anfltnfr, by Ephbmbka 18 
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atrationa. 10 

HABTWiG*a II«r[aoDieaof P7attir«. 8 
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Rnr») Ufeof EnjfUftd 16 
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Pracli ctK\ Draoicbtainan 12 

JOMffafoit^a Ufitetteer, or General Geo- 
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Jo H Ba'a Cbriitlanity and Common Sense . . 7 
JoROAN'a Eiementa 8 
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